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The regular Regional Coordinators Committee meeting was held 
in Khanty-Mansiysk from June 29 to June 30, 2017. The meeting 
was organized by the Northern Forum Secretariat and Krasnoyarsk 
Krai jointly with the Office of External Relations of Department of 
Public and External Relations of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous 
Okrug - Ugra. The meeting was combined with Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug - Ugra Governor's Cup International Oblas 
Rowing Competitions within the framework of traditional Vit 
Khon Hatl festival in Nefteyugansky district, which took place on 
July 1, 2017.

The two main items on meeting’s agenda were the strategy and 
project activities of the Northern Forum. For strategy discussions, 
Innovation Camp group work under Lapland moderation was car-
ried out. While, project activities were considered at the Roundta-
ble of the Northern Forum Working groups Chairs and the North-
ern Forum project participants.

8 regional coordinators from Krasnoyarsk Krai, Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug, Sakha Republic (Yakutia), Akureyri, Lap-
land, Kamchatka Krai, Chukotka Autonomous Okrug and Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug were represented at the meeting. Moreover, a 
potential NF member region - Arkhangelsk Oblast – took part. In 
addition to the regional coordinators, representatives of the North-
ern Forum member regions, experts, participants in the project 
activities of the organization, chairs and the Northern Forum 
Working group members (see Annex 2 for the full list of partici-
pants) attended the meeting.
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KATRÍN BJÖRG 
RÍKARÐSDÓTTIR

Assistant to the Mayor of Akureyri

VLADIMIR
VASILIEV

Head of Department 
for External Relations of 
Sakha Republic (Yakutia)

EDUARD
ISAKOV

Member of the Federation Council 
of Russian Federal Assembly,

Representative of
 Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous 

Okrug - Ugra Executive Authority

YURIY
ZAKHARINSKIY
RCC Chair,
Vice-Chairman of the Government of
Krasnoyarsk Krai

THE NORTHERN FORUM 
REGIONAL COORDINATORS 
COMMITTEE (RCC) 
is a collegial executive body composed of regional representatives, 
who are appointed by each member of the Board of Governors from their 
home regions. The Committee is chaired by the Regional Coordinator from the 
presiding region. 
To date, the composition of the Regional Coordinators Committee is as follows. 
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HEESUNG

Director of Japan, Europe and 
America Division, 

Global Investment & Trade Bureau 
of Gangwon Province
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FIRST DAY OF 
THE MEETING
JUNE 29, 2017 (THURSDAY)

The first day of the Regional Coordina-
tors Committee meeting was opened 
by the Chair of Regional Coordinators 
Committee, Vice-Chairman of the Govern-
ment of Krasnoyarsk Krai Yuriy Zakharins-
kiy.

Participants of the meeting were welcomed 
by:
• Aleksey Shipilov, First Vice 
Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous 

Okrug
• Yuriy Zakharinskiy, Chair of Region-
al Coordinators Committee, Vice-Chair-
man of the Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai
• Mika Riipi, County Governor of 
Lapland
• Dmitriy Korostelyov, Minister of 
Economic Development and Trade of 
Kamchatka Krai
• Katrín Björg Ríkarðsdóttir, 
Assistant to the Mayor of Akureyri



FIRST DAY • 9 

• Lev Levit, Representative of the
Governor of Arkhangelsk Oblast for 
Arctic Development
• Diana Stepanova, First Deputy Head, 
Department for External Relations of Sakha 
Republic (Yakutia)
• Evgeniy Trukhin, Advisor to the 
Governor of Chukotka Autonomous Okrug 
on International Relations, Border and Mi-
gration Issues
• Yuliya Seleznyova, Assistant to the 
Deputy Governor of Nenets Autonomous 

Okrug
• Sargylana Ignatieva, Rector, 
Arctic State Institute of Culture and Arts of 
Sakha Republic (Yakutia)
• Craig Fleener, Arctic Policy Advisor 
of the Governor of Alaska (remotely)
• Eduard Isakov, Member of the 
Federation Council of Russian Federal 
Assembly, Representative of Khanty-
Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug - Ugra 
Executive Authority

Up-to-date information on activi-
ties of the organization and events that 
took place after the Northern Forum 
Governors' Meeting in Arkhangelsk 
within the Arctic International Fo-
rum “Arctic: Territory of Dialogue” on 
March 30, 2017, was presented by the 
Executive Director of the Northern Forum 
Mikhail Pogodaev. Following the results 
of the meeting in Arkhangelsk, numerous 
recommendations were received from the 
heads of regions, and ideas on Northern Fo-
rum’s further development and work direc-
tions were expressed. Initiatives and project 
proposals voiced in Arkhangelsk by gover-
nors will be considered during the General 
Assembly of the Northern Forum in Kras-
noyarsk in November 2017.
Mikhail Pogodaev stressed that in the 
near future expansion of the Northern Fo-
rum membership is possible, given that 
two regions - Arkhangelsk Oblast and 
Khabarovsk Krai are considering joining 
the Northern Forum. In addition, two 
applications for a business partnership 
were received from the Arctic Portal 
(Iceland) and UIC Arctic Business 
Relations LLC from Ukpeaġvik Iñupiat 
Corporation (USA).

During the reporting period, the 
Northern Forum took part in following 
events:
• Universe of the Polar Bear 
Conference, April 28, Egvekinot, 
Chukotka Autonomous Okrug, Russia
• Week of the Arctic, May 8-14, 
Fairbanks, USA
• 10th Ministerial Meeting of the Arc-
tic Council, May 11, Fairbanks, USA
• Arctic Mayors Roundtable, May 11, 
Fairbanks, USA
• North by North program events, 
May 12-14, Anchorage, USA
• International Congress of 
Arctic Social Sciences (ICASS), June 8-12, 
Umeå, Sweden

Also, during the reporting period, project 
activities were actively implemented, in par-
ticular:
• Youth Ecological Forum “Arctic is 
our home” was held in Salekhard, Russia on 
April 13-16
• The Northern Forum 
participated in the book publication entitled 
“EALLU: Indigenous Youth, Arctic Change 
& Food Culture”
• In June, International 

Information on the activities of the Northern Forum
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Environmental Action “To Save and 
Preserve” was held in Khanty-Mansiysk Au-
tonomous Okrug
• Contacts made with 
Ukpeaġvik Iñupiat Corporation (Alaska) 
to implement reindeer herding 
reintroduction project in Barrow, Alaska, 
USA

• Together with the Arctic Portal and 
in cooperation with the Arctic Economic 
Council, the Arctic Business Directory is 
being created
• Together with the Arctic Portal, 
Northern Forum website modernization 
work is ongoing.

The Northern Forum Strategy Innovation Camp
After the Northern Forum Executive 
Director’s presentation, the North-
ern Forum strategy was discussed un-
der the moderation of the Manager for 
International Cooperation of the 
Regional Council of Lapland Kristii-
na Jokelainen and the Chair of the Re-
gional Coordinators Committee Yuriy 
Zakharinskiy.

Before the discussion of the strategy, 
presentations were made by experts - 
Professor of the University of Lapland 
Lassi Heininen and Director of the Arc-
tic Portal Halldór Jóhannsson, as well as 
the County Governor of Lapland Mika 
Riipi and the Executive Director of the 
Northern Forum Mikhail Pogodaev.

Lassi Heininen in his speech about sub-national governments 
of the global Arctic and paradiplomacy influencing world 

politics noted that the current state of stability in the 
Arctic, along with the rapid changes occurring in the region, 
and new economic interests in the Arctic, have transformed the 
Arctic region into a major player in world poli-
tics and the global economy. He also expressed 

the idea that Arctic subnational players are actively 
changing their role in the field of policy-making and 

regional governance.

Halldór Jóhannsson, who spoke about the Northern Forum as key to 
increased knowledge, cooperation, adaptability and resilience 

in the Arctic, said that cooperation and strong relationship 
contribute to a better understanding. A well-designed web-

site is important for the dissemination of information and 
materials of the Northern Forum. In addition, 
Halldór Jóhannsson expressed the need for funding for more 
active participation of the Northern Forum in international 

cooperation, and expressed his view on the importance of 
forming the vision of the Northern Forum and setting goals for its 

achievement.
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Mikhail Pogodaev presented a brief overview of the work on the strat-
egy of the Northern Forum that has been done to date. At the 

XII General Assembly of the Northern Forum in Yakutsk, 
discussion of the organization's strategy was initiated. A 
small group of experts was formed to develop the basic do-
cument. As a result, three concept papers were formed by the 
Northern Forum Secretariat, Executive Director of the Insti-

tute of the North Nils Andreassen, and Senior Research As-
sociate of the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute Nadezhda 

Kharlampieva. 
Based on these documents, the following main issues can be singled out:
• Purpose of the organization
• Priority areas of the common interests to the regions
• Reformation of the organizational structure
• Project activities and financing
• Systematization of interaction with business partners
• Working groups of the organization

• Establishment of regional offices
• Involving Indigenous Peoples

• Involving youth
• Interaction with other international organizations

The speakers spoke in favor of developing a simple and clear 
strategy paper with the identification of goals, objectives and fu-

ture directions of activities. This position was supported by Yuriy 
Zakharinskiy due to the presence of other large strategic documents 

in Russian regions.

According to Mika Riipi, at the moment all construction blocks of the North-
ern Forum’s future are already there, the main thing is to put them on 

a timeline and to reach agreement on priority implementation 
stages. He singled out several points that, in his opinion, might be 
worth taking into account when developing the strategy of the 
Northern Forum:
• Linking the Chairmanship programs in the Northern Fo-
rum to the programs of the Arctic Council

• A new financing approach
• Reducing a number of priority activities in conjunction with new 

working methods and modernization of the Secretariat

Presentations from first day are available here

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7lr8fLKAyzbanZpQTRva2Q4dTg
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The first day of the meeting ended with work 
in groups. The participants were asked four 
questions:
1. WHY Northern Forum 
collaboration?
2. HOW Northern Forum should be 
developed?
3. WHAT would you like to achieve 
with the Northern Forum collaboration?
4. WHO needs to be involved in 
Northern Forum collaboration?
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SECOND DAY OF 
THE MEETING 
JUNE 30, 2017 (FRIDAY)

Presentations from second day are available here

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7lr8fLKAyzbUGx2clY3UHQ5dWs


The second day of the Regional Coordinators Committee meeting began with 
presentations of groups and their answers to the four questions raised the day 
before.

The Northern Forum Strategy Innovation Camp

The first group was represented by the County Governor of Lapland Mika 
Riipi. In the opinion of the first group, the Northern Forum is already an 
existing mechanism that allows the voices of the regions to be heard. An 
important issue is the recognition of the Northern Forum in the 

international arena and in other Arctic cooperation systems. Recogni-
tion of the Northern Forum should be our top priority. It is nec-

essary to strive to involve all Arctic regions in the work of the 
Northern Forum at various levels, i.e. not only as members, but 
also as partners of the organization. In addition, the Northern 
Forum needs to involve indigenous peoples and 
non-governmental organizations working with them. 
Also, the group proposes to bind the chairmanship in the 

Northern Forum to the chairmanship of the Arctic Council. 
The group identified four issues that could be addressed by the 

future programs of the Chairmanship in the Northern Forum:
• New ways of functioning and determining the policy of the 

organization;
• A new approach to the prioritization of the Northern Forum;
• The updated system of financing.

On the second day, a member of the Federation 
Council of the Russian Federal 
Assembly from Chukotka Autonomous 
Okrug Anna Otke joined the Regional 
Coordinators Committee meeting. Anna Otke 
addressed to the participants a welcoming remarks and 
wished productive work.
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The opinion of the second group was presented by the Acting Deputy 
Executive Director of the Northern Forum Olga 
Timofeeva-Tereshkina. The group expressed the 
opinion that the Northern Forum is a platform for dialogue, 
necessary for strengthening the voices of northern regions, 
understanding the level of responsibility to their regions, increasing trust 
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The discussion results of the third group were presented by the 
Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Kamchatka Krai 
Dmitriy Korostelyov. The group established three areas of 
cooperation within the framework of the Northern Forum: best practices 
in the framework of interregional exchange, maintenance of human 
contacts and development of contacts at the level of the 

population living in the territories of our regions, 
acquaintance between the northern regions. The role of 

interregional cooperation of northern territories is crucial. 
Such activities should have an applied, socially-oriented 
nature. In this regard, the thesis was proclaimed about the 
reduction of the scale of ambitions. It is neces-
sary to continue work within the framework of 

interregional cooperation in such areas as education and 
science, business cooperation, indigenous peoples of the North, 

environmental protection and public organizations. In these 
areas, it is necessary to establish specific performance indicators, for 

example, agreements, including interregional ones, contracts, projects, 
activities, as well as an increase in the number of companies involved in the 
projects implementation. The work of the Northern Forum should involve all 
Arctic regions, as well as work to attract institutions and organizations 
within the regions.

between regions, forming a single social and cultural space for 
future generations and young people, preserving cultural heritage 
and protecting the environment. The Northern Forum 

should develop on the basis of an understanding of 
interdependence. Decisions should be made on the 

basis of consensus, the programs being implemented 
should be elected by a majority of votes in the Northern 
Forum. Development should take place in such areas of 
activities as youth, ecology, development 
of agricultural products and business cooperation. 
The Forum is necessary for the formation of common 

norms, standards and rules for interre-
gional cooperation, which, with further 

development, can reach a higher level. All interested and ready-to-
work northern regions should be involved in the work of the 

Northern Forum.v

First Deputy Head of the Department for External Relations of Sakha 
Republic (Yakutia) Diana Stepanova announced results of the fourth group. 
Cooperation within the framework of the Northern Forum is necessary for 



As a result of the organization's strategy discussion, Lapland has expressed 
readiness to prepare, in collaboration with the Secretariat, the draft 

Northern Forum Strategy Roadmap in the form of infograph-
ics for the next 4-6 years, which will bring together all the

proposals made during the work of the Regional 
Coordinators Committee meeting in Khanty-Mansiysk, as 
well as ideas voiced out beyond the meeting. The document 
will contain the further activities of the organization and the 
direction in which it will move. The Roadmap will be sent 

to everyone for the discussion, in September a more detailed 
version of this document should be ready, and at the General 

Assembly of the Northern Forum in Krasnoyarsk draft strategy should 
be submitted for discussion and approval.
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The roundtable discussed the Northern Forum Arctic Business Directory, educational environ-
ment, culture and art of the Arctic, development of specially protected natural areas, events and 
project activities of the Northern Forum member regions.  

Roundtable of the Northern Forum Working Groups’ 
Chairs and the Northern Forum project activities 
participants

closer, integrated, broader cooperation. The group voiced the proposal to 
create international creative teams to study problems by the 
principle of project management. The development of the 
Northern Forum is seen in the expansion of the number of 

participants and the attraction of business to 
cooperation. The group proposed to consider the 

possibility of indicating in the fundamental documents of 
the organization the interest and business opportunities 
of the circles within the framework of the 
Northern  Forum. It was also asked to identify the 
member of the Secretariat from the presiding region. The 
Northern Forum projects must demonstrate concrete results 

and be implemented in most of the member regions of the 
Northern Forum. It is necessary to pro-

mote projects in the regions and provide 
greater accessibility, awareness and openness of the Northern Forum 

for all people living in areas of the organization. It is important to involve 
business partnerships and more socially-oriented organizations. An establish-
ment of the Economic Council and the Youth Council should be considered for 
greater youth involvement.
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Presentations were made by the following 
speakers:
• Mikhail Pogodaev, Executive
Director of the Northern Forum
• Nils Andreassen, Executive 
Director, Institute of the North 
(videoconference)
• Mika Riipi, County Governor of 
Lapland
• Eduard Isakov, Member of the 
Federation Council of Russian Federal 
Assembly, Representative of Khanty-
Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug Executive 
Authority 
 • Anna Otke, Member of the 
Federation Council of Russian Federal As-
sembly from Chukotka Autonomous Okrug
• Lassi Heininen, Professor - Arctic 
Politics, University of Lapland, Chairman, 
Steering Committee, Northern Research 
Forum

• Evgeniy Trukhin, Advisor to the 
Governor of Chukotka Autonomous Okrug 
on International Relations, Border and Mi-
gration Issues
• Lev Levit, Representative of the 
Governor of Arkhangelsk Oblast for 
Arctic Development
• Yuliya Seleznyova, Assistant to the 
Governor of Nenets Autonomous Okrug
• Halldór Jóhannsson, Director of the 
Arctic Portal
• Vera Cherkasova, Director, Taimyr 
College  
• Aleksandr Sergievich, Deputy Vice 
Rector for Research, Far Eastern Federal 
University
• Katrín Björg Ríkarðsdóttir, 
Assistant to the Mayor of Akureyri
• Natalia Slugina, Head, Agency 
of International Relations, Office of 
Governor and Government of Chukotka 



Autonomous Okrug
• Olga Stytsyuk, Head, Otrazhe-
nie Museum (Talinka, Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug), Red Book Through 
Children’s Eyes Project Coordinator
• Andrey Novikov, Chief of 
Medicine, Surgut Clinical Psychoneurologi-
cal Dispensary
• Tatiana Pavlova, Director, 
International Arctic Centre of Culture and 
Arts, Sakha Republic (Yakutia)
• Sergey Pikunov, Head, 
Environment, Wildlife and Forestry 
Control and Monitoring Services Agency 
of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug – 
Ugra
• Yakov Sivtsev, Direc-
tor, Directorate of Biologi-
cal Resources and Protected 
Areas of the Ministry of 
Nature Protection of 
Sakha Republic (Yaku-
tia), Development of Spe-
cially Protected Areas Project 
Coordinator
• Aleksey Drenin, Director, 

Department of Education and Youth 
Policy of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous 
Okrug
• Zhanna Kotova, Deputy Director, 
Open Region Centre

As a result of the roundtable, suggestions 
to determine the responsibilities of the 
Working groups chairs, the projects struc-
ture, were made, in particular the Member 
of the Federation Council from Chukot-
ka Autonomous Okrug Anna Otke pro-
posed to carry out an analysis of already 
implemented projects to determine the 
goals for which projects should be empha-

sized, criteria for selecting projects, 
and to establish a contest commis-

sion that would determine the 
compliance of projects with 
the objectives of the Northern 
Forum on a competitive basis. 
In addition, it was proposed to 

hold separate regular meetings 
of working groups to discuss their 

current activities.
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Meeting with Deputy Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug – Ugra Aleksey Zabozlaev
A meeting of the County Governor 
of Lapland Mika Riipi and the Dep-
uty Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug - Ugra Aleksey 
Zabozlaev was held in the Ugra High 
Technologies Technopark. The 
main topic was a discussion of 
prospects and opportunities for 
stimulating the development of 
tourism by the State. The parties agreed on 
further cooperation and exchange of experi-
ence in this direction. Following the results 
of the negotiations, it was decided to 
organize in the near future a visit 
of the tourism industry representatives from Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug 
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Visit to Ugra Adaptive Sports Centre
A visit to the Ugra Adaptive Sports Centre was organized for the County Governor of 
Lapland Mika Riipi and Member of the Federation Council of the Russian Federal 
Assembly from Chukotka Autonomous Okrug Anna Otke at the invitation of the Mem-
ber of the Council of Federation of the Russian Federal Assembly from Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug Eduard Isakov.

For the guests, demonstration performances on track and field disciplines were organized. 
Guests were able to see the training of wheelchair basketball athletes, fencing, boccia, as well as 
novice athletes who only take their first steps in the sport by participating in the "Dream Ski" 
and "Dream Rollers" rehabilitation programs.

After the completion of demonstration trainings, the participants of the meeting made a gen-
eral photo, and then the guests were able to discuss common points of contact in the develop-
ment of adaptive sports and issues of further cooperation over a cup of tea.

- Ugra to the  North of Finland to study business approaches that had proved themselves. 
Furthermore, Mika Riipi received an invitation to visit Khanty-Mansiysk at a time when the 
city will become the New Year's Capital of Russia from December 2017 to January 2018. 
During this period, the main events of the New Year's Capital will be held.
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Closed meeting of the Regional Coordinators 
Committee
The first question on the meeting’s agenda was to determine the theme of XIII General As-
sembly of the Northern Forum in Krasnoyarsk. Following the discussions, a preliminary theme 
was approved - “The Northern Forum: Today and Future”, as well as a preliminary date of the 
Assembly - November 23–25, 2017.

Furthermore, resolutions’ adoption was discussed. As a result, the following resolutions (see 
Annex 3) were adopted after comments and revisions by the Regional Coordinators:
• Resolution #189 on approving the Northern Forum work plan for 2018
• Resolution #190 on approving the Northern Forum budget for 2017

Visit to Ugra State University
Director of the Arctic Portal Halldór Jóhannsson, Professor of the University of Lapland, 
Chairman of the Steering Committee of the Northern Research Forum Lassi Heininen and 
Director of the Taimyr College Vera Cherkasova visited the Ugra State University.

The guests learned about directions of the university's work on the "northern" theme and dis-
cussed the possibility of participation of the Ugra State University’s representatives in several 
joint scientific programs.

For example, in the APPLICATE consortium, which includes 16 organizations from 
9 countries. The main goal of the project is the joint development and implementation of 
solutions in the field of climate prediction in the Northern regions of the planet. The 
project is funded by the European Union's Horizon 2020: Research and Innovation 
Program with over €8 million. Also, Lassi Heininen presented the EU EDU-ARCTIC pro-
gram, whose goal is to increase the interest and level of knowledge among high school students 
in the field of exact sciences using the results of scientific research in the Arctic region.

Photo: w
w

w.ugrasu.ru
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• Resolution #191 on approving the Terms and Conditions of Call for projects
• Resolution #192 on the Northern Forum strategy
• Resolution #193 on report on the Northern Forum project activities
• Resolution #194 on admittance of new business partners to the members of the 
Northern Forum
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THIRD DAY
JULY 1, 2017 (SATURDAY)

Ugra Governor's Cup 
International Oblas 
Rowing Competitions within 
Vit Khon Khatl festival 
As part of events in Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug, meeting participants 
visited an annual International Oblas Rowing 
Competitions, which took place in 
Nefteyugansky district. The County Governor 
of Lapland Mika Riipi, Chair of the Regional 
Coordinators Committee – Vice-Chairman of 
the Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai Yuriy 
Zakharinskiy, Executive Director of the 
Northern Forum Mikhail Pogodaev took part 
in the opening ceremony of the competition 
and expressed words of support to all athletes. 
In addition, the County Governor Mika Riipi 
with the Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug - Ugra Natalia Komarova 
awarded the winners of the mass start 
competitions.

The event was an opportunity for the Director of the Arctic Portal Halldór Jóhannsson to try his 
hand at oblas rowing. Together with an experienced rower, Halldor Johannsson had shown good 
results, and was very impressed.
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Signing the Cooperation Agreement between the 
Northern Forum and the Ethnosport Federation of 
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug - Ugra

Agreement on cooperation in the sphere of ethnosport support and development 
in northern regions between the Northern Forum and the Ethnosport Federation 
of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug – Ugra (see Annex 4) was signed by the 
President of the Ethnosport Federation Konstantin Soloviev and the Executive 
Director of the Northern Forum Mikhail Pogodaev. The signing ceremony was 
attended by the Governor Natalia Komarova, the Northern Forum Regional 
Coordinators and participants of the Regional Coordinators Committee meeting.

Under the agreement, the parties intend to exchange experiences and best practices in 
ethnosport development, to attract members and partners of the Northern Forum to 
participate in relevant activities in the territory of Ugra, to disseminate information 
about the programs and activities in the field of ethnosport.

In the nearest plans - preparation and signing of a Memorandum of Understan-
ding between the Northern Forum and the Ethnosport World Society (EWS), as well 
as the establishment of the Standing Advisory Council on the traditional games of 
indigenous peoples of the North.

Meeting with the Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug - Ugra
The meeting discussed the proposals for the further development of the 
Northern Forum. Governor Natalia Komarova expressed the idea of establishing a 
permanent electronic platform for the communication of Regional Coordinators, 
experts and citizens who inhabit the regions of the Northern Forum. “If this portal 
will be provided by a mobile application, it would be possible to realize important 
crowdsourcing projects. The most active people live in the North. We could use 
the growing block-chain technology opportunities for funding the 
Northern Forum programs, use of any, including distributed databases 
in order to have the Northern Forum projects equipped with modern 
facilities for their implementation”, - said Natalia Komarova.

Director of the Arctic Portal Halldór Jóhannsson also spoke in favor of the 
importance of information technology. According to him, IT-department of Ugra 
State University could take an active part in the work of the Arctic business and 
cultural portal.
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The County Governor of Lapland Mika 
Riipi in his speech said that the need in the 
Northern Forum at the moment is as high as 
it was during its establishment. One of the 
main points of the application of our forces 
should be work on the establishment of the 
Northern Forum to be a such an organiza-
tion, which will have a queue of candidates 
for membership, to become a real player in 
the Arctic, the voice of the regions. A good 
example of this level of recognition in the 

international arena is the Arctic Council, 
chaired by Finland since this spring. During 
his stay in Khanty-Mansiysk, Governor 
visited various institutions and discussed 
the possibility of cooperation between 
Lapland and the Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug in the field of tourism, 
education and sports. Mika Riipi stressed that 
the importance of the Northern Forum is to 
create such opportunities for interregional 
cooperation.

Governor Natalia Komarova also suggested 
several areas for mutual work. So, she hopes 
that the coordinators will be interested 
in Ugra project to create Innovative and 
Educational Centre in Surgut, on the basis 
of which the scientific and educational 
competence focused towards the 
development of the Arctic and subarctic 
areas, that is, precisely those regions that 
participate the Northern Forum. These are 
different competences related to the 

development of production facilities, 
exploitation of mineral resources, including 
offshore and “tight” resources, transport 
infrastructure and work on environmental 
issues.

Another area for cooperation proposed 
by the Governor of Ugra, maybe the 
International Humanitarian Forum for 
Civil Initiatives, which will be held in Ugra in 
October this year. Mikhail Pogodaev noted 



THIRD DAY • 25 

that this forum is a very important area and 
offered to organize, within the framework of 
the forum, a separate area for the development 
of civil society in the North. The member 
of the Federation Council from Chukotka 
Autonomous Okrug Anna Otke noted that 
the idea of combining the two sites of the 
Humanitarian and Northern Forums will 
contribute to effective study of the best 
practices of social innovations not only in 
Russia but also in other northern countries.

“Having visited the Ugra Adaptive Sports 
Centre, I think it's time, thanks to your rich 
experience, to go beyond the regions, and 
to become an interregional center for adap-
tive physical education, then get to a Russian 
level. This will allow people not only to live 
a full life, but also to achieve victories. We 
will be proud of this. Your experience in 

supporting indigenous peoples is invalu-
able. Perhaps, the district is the only region 
where there are more than 400 territories of 
traditional nature management. This 
indicates that indigenous peoples are masters 
in this region. And the legislative experience 
in this area is very interesting” said Anna 
Otke.

Also Mikhail Pogodaev addressed to the 
Governor Natalia Komarova with a propos-
al to hold the next 7th World Congress of 
Reindeer Herders in 2021 in Khanty-
Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug - Ugra. 
Governor Natalia Komarova has supported 
this initiative.

Meeting with the Governor of Ugra ended by 
exchange of memorable gifts.

Expanded meeting of the “Ugra Salvation” Coordinating 
Council of the Association of Indigenous Peoples of 
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug

Ugra Salvation is an associate member of the 
Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples 
of the North, Siberia and Far East. The 
organization currently has more than 3 
million members. The organization aims at 
consolidating the indigenous peoples of the 
Ugra, protection of their habitat, preservation 
of ethnic identity, way of life and culture of 
the Khanty, Mansi and Nenets people.

The meeting was attended by the Executive 
Director of the Northern Forum, Mikhail 
Pogodaev, President of the organization 
Lyudmila Alferova, Vice-Presidents of the 
Organization, Member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous 
Okrug - Ugra, President of the “Yamal to 

descendants” NGO Eduart Yaungad, 
President of “Ugra Herders Union” Stepan 
Kechemov. The meeting discussed a number 
of issues, including the holding of regional 
and district celebrations, devoted to the Day 
of the Fisherman, the organization of the 
youth forum for indigenous Ugra peoples, 
the changes in the current Khanty language 
alphabet, participation in the Congress of 
Finno-Ugric Peoples of Russian Federation, 
which will be held this autumn in Syktyvkar.

Coordinating Council praised the idea 
of holding the next 7th World Congress 
of Reindeer Herders in 2021 in Khanty-
Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug - Ugra.
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Following the Northern Forum Regional Coordinators Committee meeting in 
Khanty-Mansiysk, the following resolutions were adopted:
• Resolution #189 on approving the Northern Forum work plan for 2018
• Resolution #190 on approving the Northern Forum budget for 2017
• Resolution #191 on approving the Terms and Conditions of Call for 
projects
• Resolution #192 on the Northern Forum strategy
• Resolution #193 on report on the Northern Forum project activities
• Resolution #194 on admittance of new business partners to the members 
of the Northern Forum

Also, an agreement on cooperation between the Northern Forum and the 
Ethnosport Federation of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug – Ugra (see 
Annex 4) was signed, under which the parties intend to join efforts for the 
preservation, development and promotion of national sports and traditional 
games, as well as to study the issue of signing a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Northern Forum and the Ethnosport World Society (EWS) and 
the establishment of the Standing Advisory Council for the traditional games of 
indigenous peoples of the North.

As part of the events a study visits of participants to institutions of the 
Khanty-Mansiysk were organized. So, Governor of Lapland province Mika Riipi 
and Member of the Federation Council from Chukotka Autonomous Okrug 
Anna Otke visited the Ugra Adaptive Sports Center, where the adaptive 
sports were presented. Also, the Director of the Arctic Portal, Halldór 
Jóhannsson and Professor of University of Lapland, Lassi Heininen paid a 
visit to Ugra State University. Thus, participants were given the opportunity 
to establish contacts and possible cooperation in the 
future, which is one of the positive and promising results of the event.
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1. Ugra TV: Projects that will help to improve the quality of life in the northern 
territories are discussed in Ugra (Russian)
2. Ugra TV: Coordinators of the Northern Forum are interested in the project 
to create an innovation and educational center in Surgut (Russian)
3. Ugra TV: Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug is establishing tourism 
links with Lapland (Russian)
4. Ugra News: The Northern Forum started its work in the regional capital 
(Russian)
5. Ugra News: Surgut is to become a development center for the North and the 
Arctic (Russian)
6. Ugra News: Nefteyugansky district will host the traditional Ugra Governor's 
Cup on oblas rowing (Russian)
7. Ugra News: Governor's Cup Oblas Rowing competition has started in Ugra 
(Russian)
8. Ugra News: Interview with Halldór Jóhannsson (Russian) (here in English)
9. SurgutInterNovosti: The Northern Forum meeting was held in Ugra 
(Russian)
10. Federal Press: Experts of the Northern Forum evaluated the potential of 
Surgut for the development of the Arctic (Russian)
11. Ugra RIC: Regional coordinators of the Northern Forum to do a great job in 
Ugra (Russian)
12. Ugra RIC: Northern Forum and Ugra Ethnosport Federation signed a 
cooperation agreement (Russian)
13. UralPolit: Scientific and innovative complex of Surgut received high marks 
from participants of the Northern Forum (Russian)
14. TASS: International Oblas Rowing competitions have started in Ugra as part 
of Vit Khon festival (Russian)
15. Vestnik: Khanty-Mansiysk is hosting the Northern Forum meeting (Russian)
16. Arctic Portal: Regional Coordinators meeting concluded in 
Khanty-Mansiysk
17. Ugra State University: University was invited to participate in the scientific 
projects of the Northern Forum (Russian)

http://www.ugra-tv.ru/news/society/v_yugre_obsuzhdayut_proekty_kotorye_pomogut_uluchshit_kachestvo_zhizni_naseleniya_severnykh_territor/ 
http://www.ugra-tv.ru/news/society/v_yugre_obsuzhdayut_proekty_kotorye_pomogut_uluchshit_kachestvo_zhizni_naseleniya_severnykh_territor/ 
http://www.ugra-tv.ru/news/society/koordinatory_severnogo_foruma_zainteresovalis_proektom_po_sozdaniyu_innovatsionno_obrazovatelnogo_ts/
http://www.ugra-tv.ru/news/society/koordinatory_severnogo_foruma_zainteresovalis_proektom_po_sozdaniyu_innovatsionno_obrazovatelnogo_ts/
http://www.ugra-tv.ru/news/society/khanty_mansiyskiy_avtonomnyy_okrug_nalazhivaet_turisticheskie_svyazi_s_laplandiey/
http://www.ugra-tv.ru/news/society/khanty_mansiyskiy_avtonomnyy_okrug_nalazhivaet_turisticheskie_svyazi_s_laplandiey/
https://ugra-news.ru/article/29062017/51085
https://ugra-news.ru/article/04072017/51205
https://ugra-news.ru/article/04072017/51205
https://ugra-news.ru/article/28062017/51000
https://ugra-news.ru/article/28062017/51000
https://ugra-news.ru/article/01072017/51178
https://ugra-news.ru/article/01072017/51178
https://ugra-news.ru/article/03072017/51188
http://www.northernforum.org/en/news/285-halldor-johannsson-in-iceland-there-are-many-myths-and-beliefs-related-to-water
http://in-news.ru/news/obshestvo/v-yugre-proshel-severnyy-forum.html
http://fedpress.ru/news/86/economy/1813610
http://fedpress.ru/news/86/economy/1813610
http://www.informugra.ru/news/policy/regionalnye-koordinatory-severnogo-foruma-provedut-bolshuyu-rabotu-v-yugre/
http://www.informugra.ru/news/policy/regionalnye-koordinatory-severnogo-foruma-provedut-bolshuyu-rabotu-v-yugre/
http://www.informugra.ru/news/policy/-severnyy-forum-i-federatsiya-etnosporta-yugry-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve/
http://www.informugra.ru/news/policy/-severnyy-forum-i-federatsiya-etnosporta-yugry-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve/
http://uralpolit.ru/news/hmao/03-07-2017/113738
http://uralpolit.ru/news/hmao/03-07-2017/113738
http://tass.ru/novosti-partnerov/4383501
http://tass.ru/novosti-partnerov/4383501
http://www.vestniksr.ru/news/12951-v-hanty-mansiiske-idyot-severnyi-forum.html
http://arcticportal.org/ap-library/news/1922-regional-coordinators-meeting-concluded-in-khanty-mansiysk
http://arcticportal.org/ap-library/news/1922-regional-coordinators-meeting-concluded-in-khanty-mansiysk
https://www.ugrasu.ru/news/detail.php?ID=16273&IBLOCK_ID=1
https://www.ugrasu.ru/news/detail.php?ID=16273&IBLOCK_ID=1
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JUNE 29 (THURSDAY)

00.20 Arrival of participants in Khanty-Mansiysk
Khanty-Mansiysk Airport (Flight No. UT 315)

• Yakov Sivtsev
• Aleksandr Sergievich

Transfer to Olympic Hotel

Engels St., 45

03.40 Arrival of participants in Khanty-Mansiysk
Khanty-Mansiysk Airport (Flight No. UT 351)

• Vera Cherkasova
• Yuliya Seleznyova
• Diana Stepanova

Transfer to Olympic Hotel 

 Engels St., 45

06.45 Arrival of participants in Khanty-Mansiysk
Khanty-Mansiysk Airport (Flight No. SU 1382)

• 12 participants (as per list)

Transfer to Olympic Hotel

 Engels St., 45

07.00–12.30 Breakfast, free time

Olympic Hotel Restaurant,
Engels St., 45

12.30–13.00 Transfer to Ugra Chess Academy

Loparev St., 6

PROGRAM
The Northern Forum Regional Coordinators Committee Meeting

June 29 – July 02, 2017
Khanty-Mansiysk
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13.00–14.00 Lunch

Ugra Chess Academy,
Loparev St., 6

14.00–15.00 The Northern Forum Regional Coordinators Committee 
meeting

Opening of the meeting

Chaired by Krasnoyarsk Krai, Russia: Yuriy Zakharinskiy, Chair 
of the Regional Coordinators Committee –  Vice-Chairman of the 
Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai

- Introduction of Regions

- Establishment of Quorum

- Approval of Agenda

- Welcome Remarks, time limit - 10 min:

• Aleksey Shipilov, First Vice Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug
• Yuriy Zakharinskiy, Chair of the Regional Coordinators 
Committee –  Vice-Chairman of the Government of Krasnoyarsk 
Krai
• Mika Riipi, Governor of Lapland 
• Dmitriy Korostelyov, Minister of Economic Development 
and Trade of Kamchatka Krai
• Katrín Björg Ríkarðsdóttir, Assistant to the Mayor of 
Akureyri
• Lev Levit, Representative of the Governor of Arkhangelsk 
Oblast for Arctic Development

Ugra Chess Academy, 2nd floor
Loparev St., 6

15.00-15.15 Group Photo
Media Scrum

Ugra Chess Academy, 2nd floor
Loparev St., 6

15.15–15.30 Coffee Break

Ugra Chess Academy, 2nd floor
Loparev St., 6
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15.30–16.05  Welcome remarks (continued)

• Diana Stepanova, First Deputy Head, Department for 
External Relations of Sakha Republic (Yakutia)
• Evgeniy Trukhin, Advisor to the Governor of Chukotka 
Autonomous Okrug on International Relations, Border and 
Migration Issues
• Yuliya Seleznyova, Assistant to the Governor of Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug
• Sargylana Ignatieva, Rector, Arctic State Institute of 
Culture and Arts of Sakha Republic (Yakutia)
• Craig Fleneer, Arctic Policy Advisor to the Governor of 
Alaska
• Eduard Isakov, Member of the Federation Council of 
Russian Federal Assembly, Representative of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug Executive Authority  

Ugra Chess Academy, 2nd floor
Loparev St., 6

16.05–16.25 Information on the activities of the Northern Forum, Execu-
tive Director of the Northern Forum Mikhail Pogodaev

16.25–18.00 The Northern Forum Strategy Innovation Camp 

Moderators:
 - Yuriy Zakharinskiy, Chair of the Regional Coordinators Com-
mittee –  Vice-Chairman of the Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai

- Kristiina Jokelainen, Manager, International cooperation, Re-
gional Council of Lapland

Speakers:
• Lassi Heininen, Professor - Arctic Politics, University of 
Lapland, Chairman, Steering Committee, Northern Research 
Forum
“Sub-national governments of the global Arctic, and 
‘Paradiplomacy’, influencing world politics”
• Halldór Jóhannsson, Director of the Arctic Portal
“Northern Forum as key to increased knowledge, cooperation, 
adaptability and resilience in the Arctic”
• Mikhail Pogodaev, Executive Director of the Northern 
Forum
• Mika Riipi, Governor of Lapland
“How we want the Northern Forum to look like in the future”

 Group Work
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18.15–19.45 City Sightseeing

Chess Academy – Archeo-Park – River Port - Biathlon Centre 
- Church of the Resurrection of Christ - Losev Park - Center of 
Traditional Handicrafts – Olympic Hotel

19.45 Dinner

Ugra Restaurant,
Komsomolskaya St., 32

JUNE 30 (FRIDAY)

06.45 Arrival of Anna Otke in Khanty-Mansiysk
Khanty-Mansiysk Airport (Flight No SU 1382)

07.30 Transfer to Khanty-Mansiysk Airport
Flight No. SU 1383 at 09:10 (Sargylana Ignatieva)

08.00–09.30 Breakfast

Olympic Hotel Restaurant,
Engels St., 45

09.30–10.00 Transfer to Ugra Chess Academy

Loparev St., 6

10.00–11.30 The Northern Forum Regional Coordinators Committee 
meeting (continued)

Roundtable of NF Working Groups’ Chairs and NF project 
activities members

Moderator:
- Yuriy Zakharinskiy, Chair of the Regional Coordinators Com-
mittee –  Vice-Chairman of the Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai

Speakers:
• Mikhail Pogodaev, Executive Director of the Northern Fo-
rum
“On Support Mechanism for Project Activities” 
• Nils Andreassen, Executive Director, Institute of the North 
(videoconference)
• Mika Riipi, Governor of Lapland
• Eduard Isakov, Member of the Federation Council of Rus-
sian Federal Assembly, Representative of Khanty-Mansiysk Au-
tonomous Okrug Executive Authority  
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• Anna Otke, Member of the Federation Council of Russian 
Federal Assembly from Chukotka Autonomous Okrug
• Lassi Heininen, Professor - Arctic Politics, University of 
Lapland, Chairman, Steering Committee, Northern Research 
Forum
• Evgeniy Trukhin, Advisor to the Governor of Chukotka Au-
tonomous Okrug on International Relations, Border and Migra-
tion Issues
• Lev Levit, Representative of the Governor of Arkhangelsk 
Oblast for Arctic Development

11.30–11.45 Coffee Break

Ugra Chess Academy, 2nd floor
Loparev St., 6

11.45-13.00 The Northern Forum Regional Coordinators Committee 
Meeting (continued)

Roundtable of NF Working Groups’ Chairs of and NF project 
activities members

• Yuliya Seleznyova, Assistant to the Governor of Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug
• Halldór Jóhannsson, Director of the Arctic Portal
• Vera Cherkasova, Director, Taimyr College  
• Aleksandr Sergievich, Deputy Vice Rector for Research, 
Far Eastern Federal University

13.00–14.00 Lunch

French Cafe,
Ugra Chess Academy Building, 2nd floor

Loparev St., 6 

14.00–16.00 The Northern Forum Regional Coordinators Committee 
Meeting (continued)

Roundtable of NF Working Groups’ Chairs of and NF project 
activities members

Moderator:
- Yuriy Zakharinskiy, Chair of the Regional Coordinators Com-
mittee –  Vice-Chairman of the Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai
Krasnoyarsk Krai
 



34 • ANNEX 1

Speakers:
• Katrín Björg Ríkarðsdóttir, Assistant to the Mayor of Ak-
ureyri
• Natalia Slugina, Head, Agency of International Relations, 
Office of Governor and Government of Chukotka Autonomous 
Okrug
• Olga Stytsyuk, Head, Otrazhenie Museum (Talinka, Khan-
ty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug), Red Book Through Children’s 
Eyes Project Coordinator
• Andrey Novikov, Chief of Medicine, Surgut Clinical Psy-
choneurological Dispensary
• Tatiana Pavlova, Director, International Arctic Centre of 
Culture and Arts, Sakha Republic (Yakutia)
• Sergey Pikunov, Head, Environment, Wildlife and Forest-
ry Control and Monitoring Services Agency of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug – Ugra
• Yakov Sivtsev, Director, Directorate of Biological Resourc-
es and Protected Areas of the Ministry of Nature Protection of 
Sakha Republic (Yakutia), Development of Specially Protected 
Areas Project Coordinator
• Aleksey Drenin, Director, Department of Education and 
Youth Policy of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug - Ugra
• Zhanna Kotova, Deputy Director, Open Region Centre

16.00–16.15 Coffee Break

Ugra Chess Academy, 2nd floor
Loparev St., 6 

16.15–18.00 The Northern Forum Regional Coordinators Committee 
meeting (closed meeting)

Chaired by Krasnoyarsk Krai, Russia: Yuriy Zakharinskiy, Chair 
of the Regional Coordinators Committee –  Vice-Chairman of the 
Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai

Theme setting of XIII General Assembly of the Northern Forum 
in 2017

Adoption of resolutions:

- On approving the Northern Forum Work Plan for 2018
- On approving the Northern Forum budget for 2017
- On approving the Terms and Conditions of Call for Projects 
- On the Northern Forum strategy
- On report on the Northern Forum project activities
- On admittance of new Business Partners to the members of the 
Northern Forum



18.00–18.30 Transfer to Peoples’ Friendship House

Mir St., 14A

18.30–19.30 "Sky Children " Play, Ob-Ugric Peoples Theater – “The Sun”

Peoples’ Friendship House 
Mir St., 14A

19.30–19.45 Transfer to Misne Restaurant

Gagarin St., 58 B

19.45–21.30 Luncheon hosted by the Government of Khanty-Mansiysk Au-
tonomous Okrug - Ugra
    

Misne Restaurant,
Gagarin St., 58 B

21.30–21.45 Transfer to Olympic Hotel

Engels St., 45

JULY 1 (SATURDAY)

05.30–06.00 Breakfast

Olympic Hotel Restaurant,
Engels St., 45

06.00 Departure to Nefteyugansk to participate in the opening ceremo-
ny of the international oblas rowing competitions 

07.30 Transfer to Khanty-Mansiysk Airport
Flight No. SU 1383 at 09:10 (Lassi Heininen, Lev Levit)

10.00 Opening ceremony of the international oblas rowing com-
petitions 

Skazka (Fairy Tale) Recreational Centre, 
Nefteyugansk – Khanty-Mansiysk Motorway

11.00-12.00 Meeting with the Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk Autono-
mous Okrug – Ugra
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Signing of the agreement on cooperation between the North-
ern Forum and Ethnosport Federation of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug – Ugra

Skazka (Fairy Tale) Recreational Centre, 
Nefteyugansk – Khanty-Mansiysk Motorway

11.00–12.30 0,5 km Mass Start 

12.30–13.30 Single Races under age of 18

12.30–14.00 Lunch

Skazka (Fairy Tale) Recreational Centre, 
Nefteyugansk – Khanty-Mansiysk Motorway

14.00 Departure to Surgut (as per list)

14.00–18.00 Departure to Khanty-Mansiysk

19.00 Dinner    

 Olympic Hotel Restaurant,
Engels St., 45

JULY 2 (SUNDAY)

03.40 Transfer to Khanty-Mansiysk Airport
05.30 Departure of participants, UTair Flight No.UT 352

07.30 Transfer to Khanty-Mansiysk Airport

09.10 Departure of participants, Flight No. SU 1383

*Program may be changed
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REGIONAL COORDIANTORS

1. Yuriy 
ZAKHARINSKIY

Vice-Chairman of the Government of 
Krasnoyarsk Krai, Chair of the Regional 
Coordinators Committee

2. Eduard 
ISAKOV

Member of the Federation Council of 
Russian Federal Assembly, Representative of 
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug Executive 
Authority  

3. Diana 
STEPANOVA

First Deputy Head, Department for External 
Relations of Sakha Republic (Yakutia)

4. Katrín Björg 
RÍKARÐSDÓTTIR

Assistant to the Mayor of Akureyri

5. Dmitriy 
KOROSTELYOV

Minister of Economic Development and Trade of 
Kamchatka Krai

6. Kristiina 
JOKELAINEN

Manager, International cooperation, Regional 
Council of Lapland 

7. Natalia 
SLUGINA

Head, Agency of International Relations, Of-
fice of Governor and Government of Chukotka 
Autonomous Okrug

8. Yuliya 
SELEZNYOVA

Assistant to the Deputy Governor of Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug

REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBER REGIONS

9. Mika 
RIIPI 

County Governor of Lapland, Finland

10. Aleksey 
SHIPILOV

First Vice Governor of Khanty-Mansiysk 
Autonomous Okrug

11. Anna 
OTKE

Member of the Federation Council of Russian 
Federal Assembly from Chukotka Autonomous 
Okrug

THE NORTHERN FORUM
REGIONAL COORDINATORS COMMITTEE MEETING

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
June 29 - July 01 2017

Khanty-Mansiysk
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12. Aleksey
DRENIN

Director, Department of Education and Youth 
Policy of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug 
- Ugra

13. Oksana
MAKEEVA

Director, Open Region Centre

14. Zhanna
KOTOVA

Deputy Director, Open Region Centre

15. Aleksandr 
NOVYUKHOV

Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug – Ugra 
Duma Deputy, Vice President for Interaction 
with Authorities on Subsurface Resources and 
Environmental Management, Ugra Salvation

16. Irina 
BEZNOSOVA

Deputy Director – Head, Office of External 
Relations, Department of Public and External 
Relations of Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous 
Okrug - Ugra

17. Vladislav 
RISHKO

Deputy Head of the Office – Head, Division of 
International Cooperation, Department of Public 
and External Relations of Khanty-Mansiysk Au-
tonomous Okrug - Ugra

POTENTIAL MEMBER REGIONS

18. Lev 
LEVIT

Representative of the Governor of Arkhangelsk 
Oblast for Arctic Development

CHAIRS OF WORKING GROUPS

19. Nils 
ANDREASSEN

Executive Director, Institute of the North, 
Alaska, USA, Chair of the Northern Forum 
Working Group on Development of Energy in 
the North  

20. Aleksandr 
TSAREGORODSEV

Deputy Director for Science, Ugra Research 
Institute of Information Technologies, Chair of 
the Northern Forum Working Group on Health in 
the North and Social Issues 

PROJECT COORDINATORS AND PARTICIPANTS

21. Yakov 
SIVTSEV

Director, Directorate of Biological 
Resources and Protected Areas of the Ministry of 
Nature Protection of Sakha Republic (Yakutia), 
Development of Specially Protected Areas 
Project Coordinator
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22. Tatiana 
PAVLOVA

Director, International Arctic Centre of Culture 
and Arts, Sakha Republic (Yakutia)

23. Aleksandr 
VLADIMIROV

Phtysiatrist, Khanty-Mansiysk Clinical 
Tuberculosis Dispensary, Infectious Diseases 
Control Project Coordinator

EXPERTS

24. Halldór 
JÓHANNSSON

Director, Arctic Portal

25. Lassi 
HEININEN

Professor - Arctic Politics, University of Lap-
land, Chairman, Steering Committee, Northern 
Research Forum

MEMBERS OF WORKING GROUPS

26. Sergey 
PIKUNOV

Head, Environment, Wildlife and Forestry 
Control and Monitoring Services Agency of 
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug – Ugra, 
Member of the Working Group on Environment 
and Conservation of Biodiversity 

27. Olga 
STYTSYUK

Head, Otrazhenie Museum (Talinka, 
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug), The 
Red Book Through Children’s Eyes Project 
Coordinator, Member of the Working Group on 
Environment and Conservation of Biodiversity

28. Evgeniy 
TRUKHIN

Advisor to the Governor of Chukotka 
Autonomous Okrug on International Relations, 
Border and Migration Issues, Member of the 
Working Group on Business Cooperation in the 
North

29. Andrey 
NOVIKOV

Chief of Medicine, Surgut Clinical 
Psychoneurological Dispensary; Suicide 
Prevention in the North Project Coordinator, 
Member of the Working Group on Health in the 
North and Social Issues

30. Sargylana 
IGNATIEVA

Rector, Arctic State Institute of Culture and Arts, 
Member of the Working Group on Culture

31. Vera 
CHERKASOVA

Director, Taimyr College, Member of the 
Working Group on Education and Research  

32. Lyubov 
OVCHERYUKOVA

Shapsha Village Head, Khanty-Mansiysk Auto-
nomous Okrug – Ugra, Member of the Working



Group on Assessment of Quality of Life in the 
Arctic

33. Konstantin 
SOLOVIEV

President, Ethnosport Federation of 
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