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Dear friends

We can confidently say that we have properly passed
through the year 2023, taking a considerable step forward,
thanks to the full support of the Russian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and personally Minister Sergey Lavrov, who
accepted the proposal of the Heal of the Sakha Republic
(Yakutia) Aisen Nikolaev and signed an appeal to the heads
of a number of regions of the Russian Arctic, Siberia and the
Far East recommending to join the Northern Forum .

The year began with the withdrawal of the Chairing Region
- the Province of Lapland (Finland) and the Municipality of
Akureyri (Iceland) from the organization, which put us in a
somewhat difficult position. It should be noted that those
regions left the Northern Forum in compliance with all the
procedures stipulated in the Bylaws and Rules of
Procedure.

At the same time, the recommendations of the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs played a positive role: three
regions returned to the organization and some more regions VLADIMIR VASILEV
intend to join in the coming year.

Executive Director of the

| would like to once again thank Nenets Autonomous Okrug, Northern Forum

personally Governor Yuri Bezdudny and Chair of the President of the Northern Eorur
Okrugos Il nternati onal and Re
Committee, Vice-Chair of the Regional Coordinators Academy

Committee Sergey Kungurtsev, who did not let the flag of

the Northern Forum fall and supported the organization until Khanty-Mansyisk Autonomous
Okrug-Yugra took over the chairmanship, announcing quite ambitious plans for the
organi zationds devel opment, t he mo gdject activgies,i f i C
which can dramatically increase the Northern F

We can say that this year we are gradually establishing planned andconsistent work. The scope
and geography of our activity are clearly visible, we have started to actively move eastwards, the
structure of the organization can be added with a Project Office, which will coordinate the
activities of the Working Groups and organize regular Calls for Projects.

We are pleased with the increased engagement of the regions and their desire to support and
promote new initiatives. We traditionally highlight enormous support from the Goodwill
Ambassadors, thanks to whom significant events are held and the visibility of the Northern
Forum in the international and interregional space is growing.

The Northern Forum has all t h ein the ArcticsQoyngl amdt e d
intends to increase the | evel of involvement U
Ar ct i ¢ C &aumed activiies atthe Working Groups level.

In general, through joint efforts we have maintained momentum and made good progress
towards strengthening the organization, expanding partnerships, and increasing attractiveness
and visibility.

We express our sincere gratitude to all regions, business partners, partners, Working Groups,
Goodwill Ambassadors, the Northern Youth Forum, and the Russian-Asian Consortium for the
Arctic Research for their active work and support.

A huge amount of work | i es aheaengagemestirtheglolwhli n g
organizations and events and implementing projects not only in the Russian Federation, but in



other countries as well. We will contunue creating new structures aimed at the younger
generation and personnel training. Particular attention will be paid to the development of
cooperation in the field of information technology, creative industries, clima te change,
environmental and biodiversity conservation, support for traditional sectors of economy, and
preservation of the linguistic and cultural diversity of indigenous peoples.

Ahead of us are the new peaks to conquer and the new horizons to open

THE COMMONWEALTH OF NORTHERN AND ARCTIC REGIONS WITH THE
ENTIRE WORLD!
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MISSION AND GOALS

The mission of the Northern Forum is to improve the quality of life
and support the regional sustainable development.

Goals :

1 Providing tools and opportunities to regional leaders and
representatives in exchanging knowledge and experience and
solving common problems;

1 Implementing joint socio -economic initiatives at the regional
level;

1 Organizing international forums and implementing projects .

VISION

To turn the Northern Forum into an effective non -alternative structure
for interregional international cooperation of the regions of the North
and the Arctic, which shapes world politics in this area and is an equal *
partner of the UN structures, the Arctic Council, BRICS and other
reputable international organizations, with its own unique niche.

1. To become a global competence center for interregional
international cooperation of the territories of the Arctic and the
North.

2. To become an effective training and educational organization
for its members and partners.

3. To become a platform for innovative projects.

4. To become an efficient bridge between the entrepreneurs and
development finance institutions.

5. To become a smart organization through a partner and expert
network.

PRINCIPLES

The principle of public (i g r a s <) diglomacg O
The principle of independence and equality

The principle of respect for international law

The principle of non -discrimination

=2 =2 A2 A

The principle of reliance of neighborhood effects and diversity
effects
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1.1. MEMBER REGIONS

Current membership status

At the beginning of the year, the situation with regional membership was rather critical ; at
January 1, 2023, 7 Russian regions maintained their membership; the State of Alaska (USA) and
Gangwon Province (Republic of Korea) preserved their membership formally :

Sakha Republic(Yakutia);

Kamchatka Krai;

Krasnoyarsk Krai;

Nenets Autonomous Okrug;

Khanty -Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugra;
Chukotka Autonomous Okrug;
Yamal-Nenets Autonomous Okrug;

State of Alaska USA;

Gangwon Province, Republic of Korea.

©CoNorLONE

There was certainconcern about the upcoming elections of heads in 4member regions. We were
quite confident that the nominated candidates would be elected more expectations were
associated with the renewed teams and, accordingly, new regional coordinators, which could

affect the promptness of decision-making.

It should be immediately noted that the elections in all the regions were successful and the
elected heads confirmed their strong support for the Northern Forum.

In early April, recommendations from the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, proposing to
reSoume membership or join the Northern Forum , were sent to a number of regions of the
Arctic, Siberia and the Far East of Russia. Three regions of the Far East thatused to bethe NF
members were the first to respond:

1. Khabarovsk Krai;
2. Magadan Oblast,
3. Jewish Autonomous Oblast.

It should be noted that all those regions were among the founders of the Northern Forum in

1991. At that, Jewish Autonomous Oblast left the Northern Forum in 1995, Magadan Oblast was

the NF member in 1991-2004, then in 2015-2021. The interesting point is that after sig ning the
foundation agreement in 1991, Khabarovsk Kraidi d ndét f or mal i zatthatttime, me m
but was a member of the organization in 2018-2022.

We are especially pleased to havethese regionsback after acknowledging the growing potential
of the Northern Forum in such a difficult international situation . Our organization is
demonstrating the highest flexibility and maneuverability, applying new approaches and
methods of work and expanding partnership s at an accelerated pace.

A number of regions of the Russian Federation have a strong interest in interacting with the
Northern Forum, but they are requesting associate membership or observer status. TheBoard
of Governors rejected the proposal to introduce these membership classes We will continue to
work with the promising regions in accordance with the approved Bylaws and Rules of
Procedure.

Seeing the ative involvement in the Northern Forum activities of Tomsk State University, which
became part of the newly created RussianrAsian Consortium for Arctic Research and headed the
NF Expert Group on the Assessment ofthe Quality of Life, as well as the involvement of Tomsk
School @ 16 in the Northern Forum events in Mongolia and the participation of the region in



the Northern  Sustainable Development
Forum, the leadership of Tomsk Oblast
expressdal their interest and announced their
intention to investigate the possibility of
joining the Northern Forum in 2024 at the
meeting of the NF Executive Director Vladimir
Vasilev with Governor Vladimir Mazur in
Tomsk in April and during the visit of Tomsk
Oblast delegation, headed bythe Governor, to
the NF 150 General Assembly in Khanty-
Mansyisk in July.

Following the recommendations of the Meetingof TomskOblastGovernon/ladimir
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Mazurwith NF Executive Director Viadimir Vasil
Governor of Arkhangelsk Oblast Alexander
Tsybulsky decided to join the Northern Forum.
The main reason for this decision could be
Russiabs withdrawal -f
Arctic Council, but the decision of ther e g i
head can only be welcomedwithout prejudice .

In May 2023, the Northern Forum arranged
productive events in Mongolia, which had
great resonance and attracted positive
attention from the Administration of the
President of Mongolia. Following the events,
Uvurkhangai Province decided to formalize Onlinemeetingof Governor of Uvurkhangai
membership in 2024, which was announced Province $hdorj Dorjsuren with the NF Secretaria
by the newly elected Governor Ishdorj
Dorjsuren during the online meeting with the
Secretariat of the Northern Forum this
October.

Governor of Khuvsugul Province P.
Lkhagvajav also expressed strong interest in
cooperating with the Northern Forum. At his

invitation, the NF Goodwill Ambassador
Amarzhargal Baljinnyam met with the
Governor and informed him in detail about the

activities of the Northern Forum.

The Administration of the President of
Mongolia and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Mongolia supported the engagementof the
Provinces and Soums in the activities of the
Northern Forum.

The Northern Forum Secretariat and the Russian-Asian Consortium for Arctic Research are
actively establishing relationships with various organizations of the People's Republic of China.
There is certain interest from the administrations of Heilongjiang, Shandong and Inner

Mongolia, but so far the regions of China have not clearly decided on their position on
cooperation with the Northern Forum, although they are actively establishing relations wit h
various regions of Russia. Chinese experts notethat their country has a strict top-down
command structure, saying that regions need to obtain approval from the country's leadership

9



to participate in any international structures. Involving Chinese regions in the Northern Forum
will take time and may accelerate if governors receive recommendations from the Chinese
Foreign Ministry, similar to those from the Russian Foreign Ministry.

Also, various Chinese expertshave proposed to organize theNorthern Forum events in China to
establish effective communication and increase the or g a ni z attractivemess and
recognition.

1.2. BUSINESS PARTNERS

Since the Northern Forumds aquality af businesshpanteanst havet h e
been changing, depending on the interests of the companies and organizations At the beginning
of the year 2023, Lapland Chamber of Commerce (Finland) resigned from the Northern Forum.
The Executive Director of the Institute of the Nor th (Alaska, USA) lan Laing informed of the

A

Board of Directorsdé decision to suspend its co
Active cooperation is maintained by the following foreign business partners:

1 The Arctic Portal, Akureyri (lceland)

1 The High North Center for Business and Governance of the Nord University Business
School (Norway)

ArKtika LLC, Alaska (USA) and Hokkaido International Exchange and Cooperation Centre
(Japan) have taken a passive stand without resignation from the organization.

Energy Saving Technologies LLC, Sakha Republic (Yakutia) (Russia), can also be classified as
inactive.

The following organizations became business partners in 2023:

JSB Almazergienbank, Yakutsk
&%? A35 Chair of the Mana T Ni [
] gement Board 1 Nikolai Dolgunov

AKBE «ANTMA33PTMIHBAHK» AQ
« ” www.albank.ru

Almazergienbank was established in 1993 and is the leading bank of the Sakha Republic
(Yakutia). The modern conSoumer is becoming increasingly knowledgeable and demanding.
Customers and employees choose not just a product, service or employer, but also a company

that shares their values and principles. Social responsibility of business today is a key factor to
determinea companyo6s success. Sustainable developm
environment and employees this is what conSoumers are looking for in the modern brands.

" Almazergienbank adheres to these principles, being
. one of the first companies in Yakutia to introduce

«Mypasbes- == | sustainable development in its operations. The Bank
Amypckuii» ; |

shares responsibility for the wellbeing and
prosperity of our society, care for ecology and
preservation of fragile ecosystems. The Bank has its
offices in Khabarovsk and Vladivostok and a
representative office in Moscow. The Bank has
developed Yakutia Resident Card and Muravyov-
. Amursky Card for the residents of Khabarovsk Krai.



http://www.albank.ru/

The Bank heads a consolidated group that includesAEB Capital LLC (100%), MFC AEB Partner
LLC (100%), SAYBM LLC (100%), AEB IT LLC (98%),and YC Properties LLC (100%).

Y A /\ Nord Power LLC i Urdel Activity Park, Yakutsk
YNAS o ) |
NAPK AKTHBHGIO OTALKA Managing Director 1 Alexey Vasilev

The year-round Activity Park opened in Yakutsk in
February 2021 and immediately gained popularity
thanks to the new concept of combining a
traditional leisure park with a tourist facility and
offering not only entertainment, but also sports and
outside activities. The Park regularly organizes
festivals of music, ice and wood sculptures, and
mass sporting events. Here you can stay inthe guest
houses and hold your family and corporate events e
in the event houses.

In the same year, thePark became the winner in the
Discovery of the Year and Best Outdoor
Amusement Park with 100 to 250 thousand
visitors per year categories of theCrystal Wheel competition of the XX International Forum of
Entertainment Industry in Sochi.

—
@TEF‘I/ID FUYM Teplorium LLC , Cheboksary
Director General i Anatoly Fedorov

The company is engaged in the development and implementation of innovative methods in
construction. Experience in the construction industry since 2003. Member of the SKOLKOVO

Innovation Center since 2015. It has its own aluminum processing facility. Oneoft he ¢ o mp an\

main activities is facade glazing of shopping centers and residential buildings.

r': The company is a member ofthel nnovator so
for the purposes of the Russian Ministry of Defense
Innovation Club . The developments are included in the
\ List of innovative, high -tech products and technologies of
Moscow.
The company developed a new Arctic Standard
technology, being a standard for the quickly erected
energy efficient housing for northern conditions.

TERLORIUM
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1.3. BUDGET PERFORMANCE

The dues of the current member regions have been received fully, in compliance with the
resolution on the dues payment in the amounts established in the budget of the year 2022.

INCOME
) Amount of due per the Bylaws
) Regions
$ RUB
1. Kamchatka Krai 7 500,00 552 000,00
2. Krasnoyarsk Krai 25 000,00 1 840 000,00
3. Nenets AO 5 000,00 368 000,00
4, Sakha Republic (Yakutia) 25 000,00 1 830 000,00
5. Khanty-Mansyisk AO-Yugra 22 500,00 1 656 000,00
6. Chukotka A |, 5 000,00 368 000,00
7. Yamal-Nenets A |, 12 500,00 920 000,00
TOTAL 102 500,00 7534 000,00
New business partners
8. JSB Almazergienbank 3400,00 250 000,00
9. Nord Power LLC 1000,00 73 600,00
Total 5400,00 323 600,00
Balanceas of 01.01.2023 -12581,10
TOTAL 107900,00 7845 018,90

The Northern Forum Secretariat expresses its sincere gratitude to Khanty-Mansyisk

Autonomous Okrug, Yamal-Nenets Autonomous Okrug, the Chamber of Commerce of
Kamchatka Krai, the ResearchCenter for Eco-Environmental Sciences of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences the Polar Research Center of the Ocean University of China for supporting and

covering the costs of travel, accommodation, and meals for the Secretariat staff , representatives
of the Northern Youth Forum, Goodwill Ambassadors, leaders otthe Working Groups to ensure

participation in the following events:

International Arctic Forum of Young Diplomats in Salekhard in March ;

Ministerial Meeting of the Arctic Council and Arctic: Edges of the Future Youth Conference
in Salekhard in May;

Workshop of the Sino-Russian Joint Survey on Bird Mercury in Beijing in May ;
The Northern Forum 15" General Assembly in Khanty-Mansyisk in July ;
Visit of the NF Executive Director to China (Qingdao, Beijing, Harbin ) in October-November;

34 Moiseev Conference and the NF Regional Coordinators Committee Meeting in
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky in December.



EXPENSES

) Item of expense Planned
1. Compensation to the Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director 3298 770,00
2. Wages charge30,2% 996 228,54
3. Hiring a self-employed person as a project manager- projects and events 308 200,00
coordination services
4, Private entrepreneur Nadezhda Vashchenkoi accounting services 670 790,40
5. Travel expenses including travel and accommodation expensesof Goodwill 981549,17
Ambassadorsand Working Group members
6 Support for the Northern Youth Forum 29 815,00
7. Translation and interpreting services 175 473,00
8. Rent of premises 705 694,23
9. Communications 98 067,28
10. | Banking services 52 489,55
11. | Other (administrative , stationery, hospitality expenses, expenses for souvenirs 240 153,40
and printed media materials)
TOTAL EXPENSES 7557230,57
Balance at31.12.2023 287 788,33

In 2023, we managed to meet the budget parametersby saving on wagesand, accordingly, the
charges instead of 2 full-time employees, a selfemployed NEFU Master's student and a part
time NEFU assistant were hired. We also gave upthe second room and cut the expenses to
support the Northern Youth Forum .

1.4.IMPROVEMENT OF FOUNDATION DOCUMENTS

Due to the changed geopolitical situation and the need to unify and simplify the procedure for
settlements with the regions and business partners from the Russian Federation, the 3

Gov er nSoummb t supported the Soacwitehin@ toiseatttedents ipr op o
Russian rubles and establishng fixed amounts of membership dues for the regions and
organizations from the Russian Federation, preserving the same due amounts for the foreign

regions and organizations. At the 15" General Assembly, te Board of Governors adopted
Resolution ® 245, which amended the Bylaws and Rules of Procedure in terms of the
membership dues amount. Also, formal revision was made to the foundation documents. The

notion o f f p r,edqual o thd résolutions in the decision-making process, was introduced.
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2.1. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

In accordance with the Northern Forum Development Strategy until 2030, the new Bylaws and
Rules of Procedure, we continued to improve the organizational structure. After its official
establishment, the Russian-Asian Consortium for Arctic Research (RACAR) was added to the
structure . Along with Ammosov North -Eastern Federal University, the Northern Forum is a co-
founder and co-chair of RACAR, as well asYugra State University, which became the third co-
chair in July 2023.

Board of Governors

A

Regional Coordinators
Committee

!

Secretariat
(based on the Northern Forum Acadeiny

A 4 A 4

Working Groups Associate Secretariats

A
A 4

. Goodwill
Business Partners |« >
Ambassadors
Northern Youth Forumie > RACAR

The new Chairing Regioni Khanty-Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugrai took the initiative to
create a Project Office of the Northern Forum to intensify project activities.

In addition, Kamchatka Kraihas deci ded to create a worKking ¢
participation in the Northern Forum activities.

In 2023, discussions also began on the possibility of creatingthe Northern Forum International
School Network, taking into account positive experience of school projects within the ongoing
projects and establishment of productive contacts with Mongolian schools.

If the creation of thesestructures is approved, they will also be integrated into the organizational
structure of the Northern Forum.

15



2.2. THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

The Board of Governors is a supreme management body making major decisions on supporting

t he

organizationos

act

Vi

t

es and on i

ts

devel

leaders with a deciding vote. The Chair of the Regional Coordinators Committee and the
Executive Director are responsible for preparing the Board meetings and attend them with a
consultative vote.

As arule, the Board is convened during the General Assembly. Between the General Assemblies,
the Governors Soummits are held within large international forums.

In 2023, the members of the Board of Governors were as follows:

Dmitry Artyukhov

Governor of Yamd\enets
Autonomous Okrug

RostislavGoldstein

Governor of Jewish Autonomous
Oblast

Natalia Komarova
Governor of Khangvansyisk
Autonomous Okrugyugra

Chair of the Northern Forum

Vladislav Kuznetsov

Governor of Chukotka
Autonomous Okrug

Serge Nosov

Governor of Magadan Oblast

MichaelDunleavy

Governor of the State of Alaska
USA

Yuri Bezdudny

Mikhail Degtyarev

Governor of Khabarovsk Krai

Mikhail Kotyukov

Governor of Krasnoyarsk Krai

AisenNikolaev

Head of the Sakha Republic
(Yakutia

Vladimir Solodov

Governor of Kamchatka Krai

Kim Jintae

Governor of Gangwon Province,
Republic of Korea

Governor of Nenets Autonomous Okrug
ViceChair of the Northern Forum



2.3. THE REGIONAL COORDINATORS COMMITTEE

The Regional Coordinators Committee (RCC) is the main collegial body coordinating the
ongoing activities of the Northern Forum.

The Committee contributes to the timely preparation of the meetings and Governors Soummit,
provides significant support to project activities and the Northern Youth Forum. The members
of the Committee are actively involved in the events of not only the Northern Forum, but also
its partner organizations.

In 2023, the Regional Coordinators from the regions were as follows

Eduardisakov Sergeg Kungutsev

RCCChair¢ Representativef executive
authoritiesof KhantyMansyisk
Autonomous Okrugrugrain the Council
. of Federation of the Federal Assembly of
the Russian Federation

RCU/iceChairc Chairof Internationaland
InterregionalRelationgCommitteeof
Department of DigitalDevelopment
Communicationaind MassMedia of
NenetsAutonomousOkrug

Sergeg Vereshchagin GavrilKirillin

FirstViceGovernor¢ Chair of - ;
Government of Krasnoyarsk Krai

-

Minister for ExternalRelationsand Ethnic
Affairsof the SakhaRepublic (Yakutia)

Dmitry Korostelev Alexander Podoroga

ViceGovernor of Yamallenets
Autonomous Okrug

ViceSpeakeof LegislativeAssemblyof
Kamchatka&rai President of Kamchatka
Krai Chamber of Commerce

7

Dmitry Portnov Anna Tarasenko

Deputy Chair of Government of Magadar
Oblast

Deputy Chair of Government of Jewish
Autonomous Oblast

Valentina Filonenko

First Deputy Minister foEconomic
Development of Khabarovsk Krai

By the end of the year, no Regional Coordinator was appointed from Chukotka Autonomous
Okrug. The key contact personis Erkin Zakirov, Head of the Office for International Cooperation

and the Arctic of the Governor and Government Office of Chukotka Autonomous Okrug. Alaska
and Gangwon are inactive.

17



THE SECRETARIAT

In 2022, the Secretariat operated as usual, despite extremely difficult working conditions. The
Secretariatos c o nt ipnmanyuensuredpby rtha ttimebty npaymwemts of the
membership dues.

Because of the revised action plans, the Secretariat held quite a lot of consultations and meetings
at various levels, worked to expand the partnership network and to reSoume or establish
communication with the Asian organizations and regions. The Secretariat staff took part in quite

a lot of events.

Operating on the basis of the Northern Forum Academy, as in previous years, the Secretariat
has 4 employees and an outsourced accountant.

\/ ‘:Y7

Vladimir Vasilev Daryana Maximova Tatiana Dzhuluskhan Nadezhda
Executive Director, = Deputy Executive Nikolaeva Ivanov Vashchenko
President, Northern Director Project Project Chief

Forum Academy Manager Manager Accountant

The Northern Forum Secretariat collaborates with a group of " Py
translators, but the main translators working at all events and :
providing translation services are individual entrepreneur
Maria Krivisova and a Senior Lecturer at the Institute of
Modern Languages and International Studies of Ammosov
North -Eastern Federal University Sofya Kholmogorova.

Nadezhda Vashchenkohas been our Chief Accountant snce
the establishment of the Northern Forum Academy and the
relocation of the Northern Forum Secretariat to Yakutsk.
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2.4. GOODWILL AMBASSADORS OF THE NORTHERN FORUM

The NF Development Strategy until 2030 provides for the creation of the

Institute of Goodwill Ambassadors of the Northern Forum. The Regulations

on the Goodwill Ambassadors were approved by the Board of Governors at

the 14 General Assembly.The status of the Goodwill Ambassador is assigned

to enhancethe efficiency of global promotion ofthe Nor t her n géatsr u md
and objectives. The main tasks include highlighting the activities of the
organization aimed to promote and preserve the historical and cultural

heritage of the Arctic and northern regions, facilitating environmental, educational, research

and other activities, highlighting the problems of northern and Arctic regions, and tourism
development.

In 2023, 5 more renowned experts became the NF Goodwill Ambassadors bringing the total
numberto18pr omot er s and facilitators of the organi

AmarzhargaBaljinnyam Anton Vasiliev

President MongolSakhaCooperation
Society CEQUniqueTravel LLC; Board
Member, Chinggis Films LU@Dguist

AmbassadoExtraordinaryand
Plenipotentiaryof the Russiarederation;
VicePresident, Russian Association of Polar
Explorers

PaoloVenturini GuoPeqging

Policesuperintendent Padovaltaly;
extremeultramarathonrunner; multiple
" world record holder

Exeautive Directorof the ArcticResearch
Center Ocean University of ChinBrofessor

YuliaZaika YuriZakharinsky

Headof InternationalRelations
Department FederalResearciCenter
KolaScienceCenterof the Russian
Academy of Sciences

DeputyHeadof the NaturalResourcesnd
EcologyCommitteg Krasnoyarskrai
LegislativeAssembly Senior Researcher,
Siberian Feeral University and Sukachev
Forest Institute BRAS

YuliaZvorykina VeraKondratieva

Professoy MGIMOUniversity Russian
ForeignTradeAcademy

Chair Public Organizatiorof Indigenous
Peoplesi a I a S (MySand
composer musician
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AlexanderKugaevsky ValeryKryukov

ViceRectorfor Analyticaland Expert
Activity, Ammosoworth-Eastern Federal
University

Director, Institute of Economics and
Industrial EngineeringB RASMember of
the Russian Academy of Sciences

GeorgyNikonov

Advisorto the Headof the SakhaRepublic
(Yakutig; Author and leader othe Wegys
of Great Achievemenfwoject

AlexanderPelyasov

DirectorGeneral RegionalConsulting
Institute; Doctorof GeographyProfessor,
LomonosowWoscowStateUniversity

Timo Rautajoki PaulFuhs

PresidentEmeritus Marine Exchangef
Alaska Member of the ArcticEconomic
Council commissions; Member of the

' InternationalNorthern Sea Route Expert
Group

Independentobserverandexpert Former
Presidentof Lapland Chamber of
Commerce (Finland

Lassi Heininen NadezhdaKhalampieva

Professor, University of Laplaffinland,
Editorin-Chief,ArcticYearbook

AssociateProfessoy GlobalPolitics
Departmert, St PetersburgStateUniversty;
Senior Researcher, Arctic and Antarctic
Research Institute

AlexanderShestakov OranYoung

Expert in environmental protection,
biodiversity and sustainable developmen
FormerDirector, WWFGlobalArctic
Program Fomer Director(D1),
Departmentof ScienceSocietyand
Sustainablé-uture, Secretariat of the UN
Convention on Biodiversity

ProfessoiEmeritus Codirector of the
Programon Governanceand Sustainable
Developmentat the Brent Schoabf
Environmental Scienc& Management,
University of California, USA

2.5. THE NORTHERN YOUTH FORUM

Northern Youth Forum is the NF youth association. The NYF goal is to promote
youth interests and ideas at solving the tasks faced by the Northern Forum
through the international youth cooperation.
In December 2021, the Regional Coordinators Committee resolved on the
Chairs, Regional Coordinators and Coordinators for the areas of activities of
NORTHERN
youtTHrForum  the Northern Youth Forum .

Savina Alexeeva, Head of Partnership and Accelerator Programs Department, Yakutia Venture
Company, has productively worked as the NYF Chair.

The leadership of the NYF was changingduring the year due to changes in the places of
residence, jobs andfamily circumstances of several coordinators.

As per Resolution ® 2 3 8of the Regional Coordinators Committee, the NYF leaders and
coordinators have served their full term in office in December 2023. The new officers are to be
identified .



WORKING GROUPS

Project activities are coordinated by the Working Groups in the key areas of the organization's
activities.

Some WG leaders changed in 2023; others changed their status. Two new Working Groups
started to work actively, and the restoration of two more was initiated. Thus, the list of the
Working and Expert Grous and their leaders is as follows:

APPROVED WORKING AND EXPERT GROUPS

1. Education and Research

Chair i Feodosia GabyshevaHead of Native LanguagesResearch Preservation
and Development Center, Academy of Sciencesof the SakhaRepublic (Yakutia);
Doctor of Pedagogics

Chair i Sakhamin Afanasiev, Representative from the legislative authority of the
SakhaRepublic (Yakutia) in the Council of Federation of the Federal Assembly
of the Russian Federation; Member, Council of Federation Committee for
Federa Structure, Regional Policies, Local SelfGovernance and Affairs of the
North

3. Culture

Chair i Sargylanalgnatieva, Rector, Arctic State Institute of Culture and Arts;
Candidate of Pedagogics

4. Creative Industries

Chair 7 Eduard Isakov, Representative of the Governor of Khanty-Mansyisk
Autonomous Okrug-Yugrain the Council of Federation of the Federal Assembly
of the Russian Federation, Regional Coordinator of the Northern Forum

4
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5. Development of Interparliamentary Cooperation in the Arctic and the North

In the newly elected State Assembly of the Sakha Republic (Yakutia) (Il Tumen), Victor
Gubarev was elected Chair of the Standing Committee for Culture. The Chair of the State
Assembly recommended to include Mr. Gubarevin the Culture WG. The new WG Chair will
be identified later.

6. Arctic Tourism Development

Chair i Tatiana Menshikova, Deputy Head of Staff, Commission of the State
Council of the Russian Federation for Tourism, Physical Culture and Sport,
Expert and Coordination Center of Commissions of the State Council of the
Russian Federation

7. Expert Group on the Assessment of the Quality of Life

Head i Lyudmila Borilo, Chief Academic Secretary, National Research Tomsk
State University

WORKING GROUPS BEING SET UP

1. Transport and Logistics

Coordinator i NadezhdaFilippova, Professor, Moscow Road Instit ute
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3. MAJOR EVENTS

3.1. 15™ GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Khanty -Mansyisk , Khanty -Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug -Yugra , July
7-8, 202 3

At the 14 General Assemblyin 2021, Lapland waselected Chairing Region and the next General
Assembly was supposed to take place in Finland, but drastic change in the international
situation, suspensi on of Lapl andods reSignaionrfreanhthepNortherrd s u k
Forum forced us to start negotiations with other regions regarding chairship in the following

period.

In September 2022, Khanty-Mansyisk AO-Yugra expressedits interest in the chairship. The
proposal was supported at the Regional Coor di nat or s Omeetingnas thd Hastdrn v e
Economic Forum and the Governors Soummit.

Thus, Yugra obliged to host the 18" General Assemblythat took place on July 7-8.

The Assembl yods agenda i ncluded the tradition
Committeeand Board of Governors aimed to make deci
Resultful roundtables on tourism and quality of life were organized by the newly formed
Working Group on Arctic Tourism Development and Expert Group on the Assessment of the
Quality of Life, as well as a roundtable of the RussianAsian Consortium on Arctic Research.

Regular international KHMAO -Yugra Governord s Obl as R o wicamfgned @utlpe wa s
Assembly.

ROUNDTABLE OF THE EXPERT GROUP ON THE ASSESSMENT OF THE
QUALITY OF LIFE

The concept of the NF Groupdbs expert coistasedi t vy

onviewingtheiqual ity of | ifeo as an institutional i s
in the regions where extreme climate defines all other aspects of human life, and improvement
of the quality of l'ife is considered .Fdrthis ul ti

purpose, the dialogue within the expert community involves academic economists, ecologists,
medical professionals and sociologists, healthcare and education professionals entrepreneurs,
representatives of state and municipal governance authorities, representatives of cultural

autonomous organizations of northern territories, and other social groups.

XV GENERAL ASSEMBLY
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Khanty-Mansiysk,

Khanty-Mansiysk autonomous okrug - Ugra
6-8 July 2023

wm The roundtable was moderated by theHead of theExpert
# Group, Lyudmila Borilo, who noted that in 2015 they
% beganto analyze and study the quality of life in Tomsk,
and a laboratory was created to develop a local prosperity
index (this includes analysis of city management,
ecology, equality and social inclusion, productivity,
infrastructure development, quality of life). The results
of Tomsk Prosperity Index were presented at the UN
gs,! event in Kenya, where Tomsk indicators equaled the
e level of the developed Western European cities.

The discussions were very active, aghey touched upon the topical issues ofthepopul at i or
social situation, ensuring sustainable development of the regions, and promising areas for the
Expert Groupbs activities



The following experts can be noted:

Yulia Zvorykina, Professor at the International Institute of Energy

Policy and Diplomacy of MGIMO University , presented the VEB
City Life Index. She highlight ed the problems emerging in the
cities built by industrialists, where the needs of the residents were
poorly taken into account, and suggested considering the
possibility of introducing a universal Arctic standard when

planning and developing settlements in the Arctic zone, taking g
into account the climatic, geographical and logistical features of =
the territories.

ElenaKranzeeva,Head of Sociological SciencesDepartment at the

Institute of Sociology and Psychology of Kemerovo State
University, noted the emergence of new factors determining

development prospects in Siberia: resource dependence of social
development, human-induced natural and climatic changes, risks

associated with theintroduction of complex systemsinto our lives,

appearanceof new boundaries, polarization and exclusion.

She indicated the need for elaborating a comprehensive
development index combining all dimensions of the quality of life.

Daryana Maximova, Head of International Studies Department at North -Eastern Federal
University, Deputy Executive Director of the Northern Forum, and Vera Cherkasova, Director
of Taimyr College, shared their vision of the new models of international cooperation in the

Arctic - Asia direction and identified six trends allowing to study the quality life of the younger
generation: increasing complexity, digitalization of all spheres of life, automation and

robotization of labor, environ mentalization , networki zation, and demographic changes.

VENEPANBHAR ACCAMBNER
BET [YGEPHATOPOR

Maria Pitukhina, Professor of Foreign History, Political Science
and International Relations Department at the Institute of
History, Political and Social Sciences of Petrozavodsk State
University, focused on the features of migrants 6adaptation in the
Arctic, creation of interethnic relations 6 map and the need to gy 2
formulate a migration model in the Arctic.

Irina  Petrova, Head of Industrial and Applied Sociology
Department of the Faculty of Social Sciencesat Lobachevsky =
Nizhny Novgorod State University, demonstrated a scheme for the
development and implementation of a quality and safety management system for medical
activities.

Arthur Gayulsky, President of the Regional Association of the Indigenous Peoples of the North
of Krasnoyarsk Krai, Vice-President of the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the
North, Siberia and the Far East, noted the problem of the lack of statistics on the traditional
economy (reindeer husbandry, fishing, hunting, cattle breeding) and expressed confidence in
active cooperation with the Northern Forum.

The roundtable convened asignificant number of speakers, which proves high interest of the
participants in constructive cooperation and the relevance of the topic raised. TheNF Working
Group on the Assessmentof the Quality of Life held a sessionat the Northern Territories
Associations and Consortiums Forum in Tomsk in April of this year, where the core of the group
was defined.
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We hope for the Group to build effective work, develop regional quality of life indices using
generally accepted methods, introduce new approaches, and prepare thematic reportgo be used
by the regional administrations.

ROUNDTABLE OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE ARCTIC TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT

Tourism is a sector of economy that uses resources unused in other areas, and with proper
organization of tourist travel , it doe s rc@use damage to the natural environment, while having
a huge impact on all spheres of society as it creates jobs, gives positive emotions, provides
quality leisure time for tourists, who, in turn, make serious financial investments into the
economy.

Il n other words, touri sm, l' i ke no other sphere
devel opment o, the meaning of whiheliingpeopledvihow | o p m

harming future generations, and scientific and technological progress without harm ing the
environment.

But most importantly, tourism is able to unite people and give people positive emotions, which
is the main thing in our challenging times.

The roundtable was moderated by the WG Chair Tatiana
Menshikova.

The following issues were discussed
tourism development system, major directions ;
industrial tourism, industrial reserve school;

gastrodiplomacy (as an integrated program aimed to change
the country® (region®) image and their positioning
(repositioning) through the national (regional) cuisine;

personnel training for tourism ;
projects for small and medium businessesin tourism;
The following in-person presentations can be noted

v Natalia Volynets, Head, White Rosehip Center for Tourism,
Sports, Education, Culture and Recreation Projects
Development, presented the concept of the newly createdNF [
Arctic Tourism Working Group and possible forms of tourism N -
activity, as in the case of theme parks operating in St. e

Petersburg and Leningrad Oblast.

 Alexey Vasiliev,Managing Director, Nord Power LLC - Urdel
Leisure Park, presentedthe P a r &cfividies and a new initiative
that could be supported by the regions - a project to promote
regional touri sm brands - fairy-tale characters united as the
Guardians of the World Cold.

v Leonid Gelibterman, President, International Center of Wine
and Gastronomy, presented such a form of tourism
development as gastrodiplomacy, which always resonates with
everybody, noting that in 60% of casesnational cuisine is the
main reason for visiting a particular territory. He also proposed




organizing a Gastro Week of the Northern Forum regions in Mongolia, taking into account
positive response from our Mongolian partners.

tr Yuri Zakharinsky, Deputy Chair of Natural Resources and
Ecology Committee, Krasnoyarsk Krai Legislative Assembly,
Senior Researcher atSiberian Federal University and Sukachev
Forest Institute , highlighted the points requiring decisions
from the federal and regional authorities and entrepreneurs
involved in the tourism sector.

tr Evgeny Nikora, Vice-Speaker, Murmansk Regional Duma,
spoke about thedevelopment of tourism industry in the region,

noting that special attention is paid to this sector of economy,
various support measures are in place, including provision of
free land for the construction of tourism infrastructure, [§
strategic sessions and seminars on tourism development, as &=
well as training of guides and ecotourists. -

A number of experts attended the roundtable online. Valery
Kruzhalin, Vice-President of the National Academy of Tourism,
Head of Recreational Geography and Tourism Department at
Lomonosov Moscow State University and Elena Gadzhieva
Dean of Natural Sciences, Geography and TourismFaculty at
Pushkin Leningrad State University, noted an acute shortage of
personnel in the tourism industry.

RACAR ROUNDTABLE ON RIVER POLLUTION IN NORTHERN REGIONS

The ecology of rivers in the modern world arouses concern due to gross pollution of river systems
(being part of a more serious problem - global water pollution). The ecological status of most of
the world's rivers is critical, and the situation is only getting worse over time.

Water is an important and necessary resource on Earth. It is impossible to imagine human life
without water. It literally permeates the whole life of a person. In the modern world, with the
development of industrialization and urbanization, people began to pay great attention to
integrated environmental monitoring of the water bodies status, since the health of the
population depends on the quality of water resources and their rational use.

The Systems of Ecological Transects of Russiaproject was proposed as part of the Russian
Asian Consortium for Arctic Research (RACAR) activities in March 2023. The study of river
pollution may become one of the priorities of this global project, which would cover the territory
of the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation and northern regions with the river systems that
need such studies due to environmental challenges

Moderator: Daryana Maximova, NF Deputy Executive
Director, Executive Secretary of the International Arctic
Research Center (Secretariat of the RussiarAsian
Consortium for Arctic Research)

The roundtable participants heard quite a lot of
presentations and discussed a number of proposals in such
an important field as reducing river pollution and, hence,
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sustainable provision of clean water to the population and preservation of river ecosystems.

Rector of Ammosov North-Eastern Federal University,
RACAR Chair Anatoly Nikolaev noted the main difference
between RACAR and the existing associations and
consortiums: A. .. The hGABisthatg bringsof R
together not only scientific organizations, universities and
colleges, but also public organizations that would like to

explore the Arctic with us and are passionate about the
Arctic.issuesbo

Rector of Yugra State University Roman Kuchin touched

upon the topics of the previous roundtable on tourism,
suggestingt o pay attention to the universityodos even
Student Spring All-Russian event. As part of interactive training, YuSU has a course on
transboundary water use; significant results have been achieved on the scientific agendain

terms of wetland resources. Today, two federal projects are being implemented :

1) Carbon Supersites of the RF Ministry of Education and Sciencei a federal climate program
until 2030.

2) Carbon Data Center. Over the past two years, the University has managed to raise about RUB
400 million for the research agenda in this d omain, for the purchase of modern equipment,
and providing financial support for research infrastructure and personnel.

Associate Professor ofEnvironmental Dynamics and Global Climate Change UNESCO Chair at
Yugra State University Irina Akhmedova andt h e C heaearchérE. Zarov added to the
Re ct or 0 sspeaking &ouhthe creation of the Ob River digital twin and the achievements
of the Russia-Kazakhstan Institutional Partnership for Sustainability of Transboundary
Water Use educational project.

Director of the Project Management Center of North Research and Education Center Evgeny
Kolganov presentedthe C e n t a&ctivifies, whosemain goal is to boost technology transfer from
science directly to business. North Research and Education Center can develop new
technologies in various areas as ordered from the regional governments and the Northern
Forum.

Vice-Rector of Russian State Hydrometeorological University Denis Leontiev highlighted the
need for organizing a systemof sediment transport monitoring in the largest northern rivers. At
the same time, this systemhas to beimproved to cover the entire range of transport particles,
including submicron. The assessment of sediment contamination should also be carried out
differentiated, taking into account their size. Only in this case can truly scientifically based
proposals be developedto elaborate the appropriate management decisions and to understand
the ecological status of the water pipelines and the quality of the water in them.

Director of the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation of the Russian State
Hydrometeorological University Igor Myasnikov added that water systems are not only rivers,
but all water outflows that develop around water bodies, that is, large water bodies. Ultimately,



the condition of large rivers themselves depends on their condition. The issueis very important
because in the future there will be two important and critical or strategic assets - air and water.
Water resources in many countries are either exhausted orbeginning to deplete. Water is the
main source of life for everyone.

Alexey Kovalevsky, Head of the Service for Control and Supervision in Environment al
Protection, Fauna and Forest Relations of Khanty-Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugra, noted
that the symbiosis of science and executive authorities produces results- digitalization, which
is included in the state regulation, and state control give an effective result. The Service initially
developed the practice of early detection andrestraint of violations in the forestry sector. The
same practice will be introduced for the protection of water bodies.

THE NORTHERN FORUM CEBEPHBIN @OPYN

pesememeomn ., sewseew  Director of Yugra Research Institute of
R % Ly cemeee o Information Technologies A ndrey Melnikov
: G 1 highlighted the importance of satellite
monitoring. The Institute is a leader in regional
satellite  monitoring projects for forest
: management. It won the competition of the
~% Russian Federal Space Agencyand also works
with partners from China who are ready to
provide their satellite images.

Sergey Nikonorov, Director of the Center for
Economic Problems of Arctic Development,
proposed paying attention to cleaning
industrial wastewater, in particular, waste
from electronic electrotechnical products,
which has become amajor problem in the
ASEAN countries.

Larisa Bikmukhametova, lecturer at the
Ecology and Biophysics Department of the
Natural and Technical Sciences Institute of
Surgut State University, proposed to initiate
the development of regional water quality
standards and include the monitoring of
ecological status of small rivers, tributaries and
' channels of the Ob River in the monitoring
“1 program.

Vladislav Zasypkin, Rector of Surgut State Pedagogical University, presented the areas of
personnel training, including in the field of tourism and hotel industry , as well as ecology and
geography. In 2021-2022, the University held two all -Russian conferences with international
participation The Land of Water. Resource, Threat, Image and The Land of Water:
Anthropocene Rivers of Siberia, which can become a good platform for continuing the
discussions on the topic of the roundtable.
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MEETING OF THE REGIONAL COORDINATORS COMMITTEE

Executive Director Vladimir Vasilev spoke about the work to ensure t he or gani za
sustainable operation and the plans for the second half of the year. From January 1, 2022 to

June 30, 2023, despite extremely complicated international situation and complete stop of
interaction in the Arctic, the Northern Forum and all its structures worked smartly, coordinately

and with great efficiency, understanding their full responsibility for the fate of the organization

and support for interregional cooperation.

Timely adoption of the NF Short and Midterm Development Concept, strict adherence to the
adopted plans and expansion of the scope of work,as well asa turn eastwards, creation of new
structures and reSoumed participation in the global forums, allowed not only to maintain quick
pace of development, but also to expand membership and partner network and prevent losing
the status of a reputable international organization of the Arctic and the North, despite the
resignation of the key western regions.

The Institute of Goodwill Ambassadors and the Russian-Asian Consortium for Arctic Research
became theeffective tools for maintaining a high level of the NF appeal and a basefor further
active progress.

At the open session information was heard about the activities of several Working Groups,
Northern Youth Forum, new proposals from Goodwill Ambassadors and partners. All speakers
were unanimous in the opinion that the Northern Forum, with its limited budget, but thanks to

its passionateteam not only from the member regions, showed an example of effective work in
any conditions.
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At the end of the open session the NF Executive Director awarded Walter Hickel medalsto the
most distinguished experts from Khanty-Mansyisk AO-Yugra and Alexander Mazharov,
Regional Coordinator from Yamal-Nenets Autonomous Okrug.



At the closedsession Regional Coordinators discussed the draft Resolutions to be approved by
the Board of Governors, reviewed the activities of the Working Groups, as well as the
applications from the companies that expressed interest inbecoming business patners.

The coordinators reviewed the draft Khanty -Mansyisk Declaration, the Chairship Program of
Khanty-Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugra, the Resolutions of the Board of Governors,
including those defining the or g a ni z sustdinabfe éfinding, the admittance of new
Ambassadors, and support for the activities of the Russian-Asian Consortium for Arctic
Research.

The initiative of Khanty -Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugra on creating the NF Project Office
was generally supported, and it was decided to recommend that theBoard of Governors support
the creation of the office in principle .

All members of the Committee unanimously and thankfully accepted the proposal ofKamchatka
Krai Regional Coordinator Dmitry Korostelev to hold the final meeting of the Committee in
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky during the International Researchto Practice ConferenceRegional
Problems of Development of the Far East and the Arctic (3" Moiseev Conference) in December
2023.

KOPOCTENER
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MEETIN G OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

On July 8, the Board of Governors began with a ceremony of passing the Chairship of the

Northern Forum to Khanty -Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugra. The ceremony took place in a
somewhat unusual format, given that Lapland left the organization at the beginning of the year

and Nenets Autonomous Okrug acted as the Chairing Region again.

Alexander Dudorov, Vice-Governor of Nenets Autonomous Okrug, announced online the
passing of Chairship to Khanty-Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugra, and the Regional
Coordinator from Nenets Autonomous Okrug Sergey Kungurtsev presented the symbol of
Chairship to Yugra Governor Natalia Komarova.

The newly elected Chair of the Northern Forum, Governor of Yugra Natalia Komarova gave a
keynote speech where she outlined the major priorities of the NF activities for 2023-2025,
emphasizing the needfor expanding international relations through the NF Observer statusto
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Changeand the UN Environment Program , as well
as the feasibility of involving the organization in the BRICS and SCO network. Governor
Komarova proposed a number of initiatives, including the creation of an international expert
group on the digital agenda, development of project activities and restoration of the Call for
Projects.

A representative delegation of Tomsk Oblast,
headed by Governor Vladimir Mazur, attended
the General Assembly In his speech Governor
Mazur highlighted the scientific and educational

potential of the region, which ranks third in the

national ranking. In April 2023, Tomsk State
University held the first Northern Territories

Associations and Consortiums Forum, which can
become a traditional platform in the region. He
announced the commitment of Tomsk Oblast to
becomethe Northern Forum a in 2024 and noted some issues that would need to be improved

inthe NFactivities: AEach r egi onecanasctbenefits @ eecesvas a n d

from its membership in the Northern Forum, and how this will affect the quality of life

throughout the area. The NF needs a good information resource with regular information

updates and the posting of current regional projects. This resource should be understandable to
the professional community, residents of the territory, and should be in demand among the

media, both r egi onal .and federal o

In their speeches, Regional Coordinators Alexander Mazharov (Yamal-Nenets Autonomous
Okrug), Gavril Kirillin (Yakutia), Dmitry Korostelev (Kamchatka) supported the chairship of
Khanty-Mansyisk Autonomous Okrug-Yugra and its Chairship Program. Representatives of
Yakutia and Kamchatka also expressed thé& r e g i anmrsitthent to actively participate in the
events and projects on the digital agenda, support for indigenous peoples, and development of
creative industry , making a number of proposals.

Gavril Kirillin informed the Meetingpar t i ci pants about the republi

active discussions on preserving permafrost and climate change. In March 2023, the first
international conference on these issues was held in Yakutsk, and it will be held regularly every
two years. Yakutia plans to continue the tradition of holding the Northern Sustainable
Development Forum, where events are organized to implement 17 sustainable development
goals in the Arctic and the North.
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Dmitry Korostelev noted the need for exchanging the best economic practices and updatng the
format of grant support for the projects, as well asK a mc h a teddiagrsle in the country in
developing youth environmental movement. In 2022, President Vladimir Putin visited
Ecosystem Youth Environmental Forum and supported the idea of upscaling the event
nationwide .

Executive Director of the Northern Forum Vladimir Vasilev brie fed on the main results of work
and plans until the end of the year, emphasizing that significant work has been done to improve
the structure of the organization: Northern Youth Forum, Institute of Goodwill Ambassadors
and Russian-Asian Consortium for Arctic Research have been created, which have significantly
added to the range and geography of cooperation.

The Northern Forum Goodwill Ambassador Paolo Venturini welcomed the participants from
the Himalayan mountains in India, where he subsequently set a world marathon record at over
5,600m above sea level. In his speech, hédnighlighted the need tokeep our planet clean and join
efforts to mitigate climate changeimpacts.

As always, Director General of the Regional Consulting Institute, NF Goodwill Ambassador
Alexander Pelyasov made a bright presentation, proposing to introduce a latitudinal -meridian
approachtot he Northern Forumés activities to expar
basins connecting the Arctic and northern regions with more south wards territories, as well as
organizing charter flights between western and eastern regions. He briefly spoke about
developing Arctic tourism, suggesting to organizeinterregional tours, because curr ently they are

only available within one region.

In this regard, | would like to recall the impressive and ambitious Northern Forum project of
circumpolar flight across all Arctic countries, carried out in 1994, which launched cross-polar
flights from North America to Asian countries.

The meeting of the Board of Governors was attended by the SpecialEnvoy of the President of
Mongolia on Youth Issues Munkhmaral Tumennasan, who expressed the interest of young
entrepreneurs of Mongolia in cooperating on innovation s and startups. Moving forward a little ,
it can be noted that the Northern Youth Forum is actively promoting the Arctic Start -up
Expedition project, which has come to the federal level and may subsequently include the
organization of events in Mongolia.
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Vice-President of the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North, Siberia and the
Far East, President of the Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North of KrasnoyarskKrai
Artur Gayulsky proposed cooperation between the Association and the Northern Forum in the
field of traditional environmental management, as well as the organization of joint sessions at
the International Forum of Indigenous Peoples with the participation of BRICS countries to be
held in Krasnoyarskin 2024.

Noting the timely and positive southwards and global maneuvering of the Northern Forum ,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation, NF Goodwill
Ambassador Anton Vasiliev proposedto maintain an active leading role in the Arctic, useneutral
international platforms to organize dialogue with Arctic players, and pay attention to the so-
cal | ed 0 d0dountrie$, wReoel Weestern Arctic countries and international organizations
are beginning to actively enter.

Professor at the University of California, USA, a leading
|| expert in international governance in the Arctic, Oran
8 Young elaborated on climate change not in terms of
Ey mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, butin terms of
adaptation measures, which is especially important for
the local communities. He said that, being the
association of regional governments, the Northern
Forum could play a significant role here, including
through the UN Climate Change Conference and the
creation of an information and coordination center for
collecting information on successful adaptation

s Dractices. The establishment of the Center on the basis
of Yugra State Umversﬂy is on the list of commissions from the NF Chair after the General
Assembly.

Rector of Ammosov North -Eastern Federal University, Chair of the Russian-Asian Consortium
for Arctic Research Anatoly Nikolaev spoke about the RACAR activities and the promising areas
for cooperation, mentioning the roundtable on river pollution held prior to the meeting of the
Board of Governors, which will be included in the RACAR project program, and introduced the
Rector of Yugra State University Roman Kuchin as the RACAR co-Chair, which will tune the
efforts with the KHMAO chairship in the Northern Forum.
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At the end of the meeting, the President of the Northern Forum Academy (Secretariat of the
Northern Forum), Executive Director of the Northern Forum Vladimir Vasilev and the Chair of
the regional branch of the Russian Geographical Society in Khanty-Mansyisk Autonomous
Okrug-Yugra Mikhail Savchenko signed a Cooperation Agreement.

Business partner certificates werepresented to the First Deputy Chair of the Management Board
of JSB Almazergienbank Fyodor Nogovitsyn and the Managing Director of Nord Power LLC -
Urdel Leisure Park Alexey Vasiliev.

Badges and certificates of Goodwill Ambassadors were presented to the Head of the
International Department of Kola Science Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences Yulia
Zaika, Deputy Chair of the Natural Resources and Ecology Committee of Krasnoyarsk Krai
Legislative Assembly Yuri Zakharinsky and Professor at the International Institute of Energy
Policy and Diplomacy of MGIMO University Yulia Zvorykina.

Cmdotham | aodsd
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The statuses of Goodwill Ambassadors were also awarded tothe Professor of the University of
California, USA Oran Young and Director of the Institute of Economics and Industrial

Production SB RAS, Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences Valery Kryukov. Aot of
activists received theletters of gratitude.

35



——————

THE NORTHERN FORUM 3 IVERNORS
XV GENERAL ASSEMBLY S )
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

THE NORTHERN FORUM
XV GENERAL ASSEMBLY
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

CEBEPHbIA ©OPYM
XV FEHEPANHAS ACCAMBNES
COBET I'YEEPHATOPOB

THER
S Va

Khanty-M

ERN FORUM .
L ASSEMBLY
SOVERNOR!

thanty-Mansiysk,
sus okrug - Ugra
July ™




CEBEPHbIVI ®OPY!
ey W XV FEHEPAJIbHASR

G @ 9 COBET FYBEPHAT!
x on sore

oSl

THE NORTHERN FORUM
XV GENERAL ASSEMBLY
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Khanty-

KHMAO -YUGRA GOVERNOR 6 S OBLAS ROWI NG CUP

After the meeting, the participants of the General Assembly attended the opening ceremony of
Oblas Rowing Cup with international participation.

The athletes were greeted by the Governor ofYugra Natalia Komarova, Governor of Tomsk
Oblast Vladimir Mazur, President of the World Ethnosport Alexey Kylasov and the Special
Envoy of the President of Mongolia on Youth Issues Munkhmaral Tumennasan. The NF
Executive Director Vladimir Vasiliev presented the Northern Forum Special Prize for preserving
the traditions and heritage of the indigenous peoples of the Arctic and the North to the Chair of
Nizhnevartovsk regional branch of Saving Yugra Public Organization, Yugra honorary citizen,
President of Oblas Rowing and Hunting Biathlon Center and father of Yugra Governor's Oblas
Rowing Cup Anatoly Kaurtaev.

AMore than 200 athletes from Russia, Turkey, N
partin Yugra Oblas international ethnofestival . They competed in oblas rowing. Oblasis alight

cedar or pine monoxylon invented by Khanty and Mansi craftsmen. Now it is known in different

parts of the world. Single and massracestook place as part of the festival. President of the World
Ethnosport Alexey Kylasov shared his opinion that oblas rowing is not a pure sport but
something different. Small waves and wind make obstacles, but for athletes this is a real
adventure, they experience excitement.

- Unpredictability is the main feature of the events related to traditional culture. People have

always relied on the will of higher powers, spirits, so they take everything for granted. The

el ement of surprise creates that aut hentic en
Kyl asov. o wwYugrakp.seuforlineews/5353382/)

The Northern Forum annually supports oblas rowing competitions. This year, for the first time,

a special prize has been established, which we hope will become traditional. It is advisable to
organize the participation of the NF regionsérepresentatives in such exciting competitions that
become a notable event in event tourism.

The matters of supporting traditions, culture and languages of the indigenous peoples of the

North, Siberia and the Far East will be highlighted not only during the period of Yugra's
Chairship in the Northern Forum but regularly .
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